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LESSON TEN - Fire Across Europe Part One

Church History

Fire Across Europe: The Spread of

Protestantism Part One

Germany: Lutheranism from the Schmalkaldic League to the Peace of Augsburg

- Lutheranism continued to grow in Germany after the Protestation of Speyer (1529) and
the formation of the Schmalkaldic League (1531).

- Two of the greatest gains were the politically weighty territories of Wurttemberg and
ducal Saxony.

- Waurttemberg embraced Lutheranism in 1534 and
became an enduring stronghold of the Lutheran faith.

- The two Saxonies had become detached in 1485 for
reasons of family inheritance, separating into two
different lines, the Albertine (electoral) and Ernestine
(ducal).

- Until 1539 ducal Saxony had been ruled by Duke
George, a reactionary Roman Catholic who often
appears in Luther’s writings and conversation as an incarnation of anti-gospel hostility.

- George died in 1539 and was succeeded by his brother Henry; and Henry was a devout
Lutheran, who reformed ducal Saxony’s Church with his people’s general approval.

- Henry died two years later in 1541 and was succeeded by his young and politically smart
son Maurice (1541-1553).

- Further territorial advances of Lutheranism meant that Brunswick, the last remaining
Roman Catholic district of northern Germany, went over to the Reformation in 1542 and
from 1544 the Palatinate (one of southern Germany’s most important regions) began
welcoming Protestant preachers.

- Despite his early and sincere acceptance of Protestantism, Philip of Hesse led a troubled
sex life. His wife, Christina, owing to her serious health and behavioral problems, had
become repellent to him and his keenly sensual nature found satisfaction in a series of
affairs.

- These left Philip utterly stricken in conscience so that between 1526 and 1539 he took
part in the Lord’s Supper only once.

- In 1539, Philip thought he could see a way out of his dilemma: his affections had been
captured by a 17-year-old court beauty, Margaret von der Saale, whose mother consented
to Philip’s proposal that he should take Margaret as a second wife (there were no grounds
for divorce from Christina).
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Unwilling to commit bigamy without the backing of

his theologians, Philip consulted Martin Bucer of Phlllp
Strasburg on the matter and seems to have of
bullied Bucer into accepting the idea and Bucer

then took the case to Luther and Melanchthon, Hesse
who also consented. 1504-1567

Luther’s opinion was decisive; he was genuinely
concerned as a pastor to find a solution to Philip’s moral quandary and he sincerely
believed that bigamy could in some circumstances be justified (citing examples of the
Old Testament patriarchs). So, fatefully, in December 1539, Luther gave consent and
Philip secretly married Margaret with Melanchthon and Bucer as witnesses.

Roman Catholic foes of the Reformation nodded their heads in gleeful anger — they
proclaimed this is exactly what comes of rejecting the pope and accepting Luther’s faith
alone heresy — you get moral anarchy.

It was a gift to the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, who was at his wits end about
Germany’s collapse into Protestantism. Bigamy was a death penalty offense under
imperial law and to save himself Philip had to make a total submission to Charles,
promising that he would make no foreign alliances either personally or as representative
of the Schmalkaldic League.

When the last great hope for Protestant-Catholic unity, the colloquy of Regensburg, fell
to pieces in 1541, Charles V finally resolved on the use of force to bring Germany back
into the one true Church of Rome.

His secret weapon in this plot was the fact that not all German Protestant princes were
members of the Schmalkaldic League. Charles hoped to disengage them completely from
the League and win them to his side. He found his most willing ally in young Maurice of
ducal Saxony.

Although Maurice was a Lutheran, he did not allow his religion to interfere with his
political ambitions; he coveted the electoral status that belonged to the other Saxony, plus
a good share of its land. Charles promised him these in return for his support in the
coming war.

But other pieces of the jigsaw also needed to be put in place, especially France and the
papacy. Continual wars with France had been a key factor in preventing Charles from
acting against the Schmalkaldic League; Charles now at last secured French neutrality.
The other thorn in Charles’s side was the pope. No pope wanted a powerful Holy Roman
Emperor, since that could easily destroy the
papacy’s independence; to that extent, the popes
found the German Protestants a useful
counterweight to Charles’s imperial schemes.
However, in June 1546, Charles finally struck a deal f
with Pope Paul III during the opening stage of the Charles V%,
Council of Trent, according to which papal troops 1Holy Roman Emper
would help Charles conquer Protestant Germany for o '
the Church.
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The Schmalkaldic League woke up rather late to what was happening and mobilized its
forces in July 1546.

The League found itself stabbed in the back by Maurice of ducal Saxony, who invaded
electoral Saxony on behalf of the Emperor.

In April 1547, Charles’s Spanish troops completely shattered the forces of the
Schmalkaldic League at Muhlberg.

Elector John Frederick of Saxony was captured and sentenced to death but Charles
commuted this to imprisonment at the imperial pleasure.

Philip of Hesse surrendered to Charles and joined John Frederick in captivity for as long
as Charles saw fit. Maurice of ducal Saxony was rewarded for his treachery with a good
chunk of electoral Saxony and the title of “elector.”

Charles’s triumph over Protestant Germany was purely military. To his dismay, the
Emperor found that force of arms could do nothing to reconquer the souls of German
Protestants for Rome.

He made his grand attempt at the Diet of Augsburg in May 1548, where he persuaded
Germany’s politicians to enact the “Augsburg Interim.” This was meant to be a
temporary religious settlement until the Council of Trent had devised something more
permanent.

The Interim was a mainly Roman Catholic statement, which decreed the traditional seven
sacraments, transubstantiation, and the sacrifice of the mass, acknowledged papal
supremacy by divine right, retained most of the medieval Catholic rituals, but also
allowed Lutheran clergymen to marry and wine be given to the laity in holy communion.
It also tried to fudge the differences over justification by faith in this way,

“to the extent that love is added to faith and hope, to that extent we are justified by
inherent righteousness. For this righteousness is made up of faith, hope and love, so that if
you would subtract any of these from righteousness, you would clearly leave it
incomplete.”!

Charles imposed the Interim on the cities under his control; the most eminent of these
was Strasburg and its chief Reformer, Martin Bucer, went into exile in England rather
than submit.

On the borders of Switzerland, the great city of Constance refused the Interim; Charles
army expelled some 400 pastors and teachers from its lands and enforced the new
religious settlement.

Yet, despite these strong-arm tactics, the Interim met with almost universal passive
resistance by the Protestant inhabitants of the

occupied cities. Maurice
Meanwhile, the siege of Magdeburg went on and

on, with no end in sight; the city’s heroic defiance Of

fired Protestant spirits with a new enthusiasm across

Germany. Saxony
Charles’s victory was unraveling before his eyes 1521-1553

and unknown to him, a new threat was about to turn
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his victory into the ashes of humiliating defeat that broke the Emperor’s will. The threat
was Maurice of Saxony.

Maurice was not prepared to see Charles erect powerful imperial monarchy in Germany
which would destroy the independence of the princes.

Further, Maurice was desperate to win back the esteem of the other Protestant lords of
Germany, who despised him for his treachery in the late war which had brought such
persecution upon their faith.

As a reward for his services, Maurice’s own lands had been spared the rigors of the
Augsburg Interim but only in the shape of a different Interim, the “Leipzig Interim,” a
modification of Augsburg by Melanchthon.

The Leipzig Interim clearly taught justification by faith, but still imposed various
medieval rites and ceremonies which Melanchthon excused on the grounds that they were
“things different.”

This ignited a blazing controversy between Melanchthon and the Lutherans of the defiant
Magdeburg, led by Nicholas van Amsdorf and Flacius Illyricus, who protested that, in the
context of a religious settlement that endangered the gospel, it was a sin to submit even to
things different.

Maurice was determined to undo this state of affairs and reunite the Protestants of
Germany under his own banner. The key was Magdeburg. Maurice could not let Charles
capture it: that would weaken Maurice’s power.

But he could not capture it himself either: he would be loathed by all Protestants if he
conquered this symbol of Protestant heroism. So, with great political astuteness, he took
personal charge of the siege, but did not press it and told the other Protestant princes that
it was all a sham.

After much devious maneuvering, Maurice banded together in May 1551 with a few
other princes to form the League of Torgau. Its professed aim was to protect the power of
the princes from imperial tyranny, and to liberate Philip of Hesse from captivity.

Then in November, Maurice put an end to the siege of Magdeburg, but did not disband
the army.

In January 1552, Maurice made a treaty with French King Henry II; in March Henry
invaded the western borderlands of Germany, claiming several French speaking districts,
while Maurice publicly renounced his alliance with Charles because (he claimed) of the
Emperor’s failure to release Philip of Hesse, Maurice’s forces then liberated Germany
from imperial rule and Charles was sent fleeing from Innsbruck, escaping capture by only
a few hours.

Maurice’s counter-strike was a complete success, sealed by the Treaty of Passau in July.
Philip of Hesse and Elector John Frederick of Saxony were set free and Protestants were
guaranteed equal religious rights with Roman Catholics until a general council of the
Church could settle affairs in a more abiding way.

In June 1553 Maurice was killed in battle with a renegade Protestant prince, Albert
Alcibiades of Brandenburg, but this did not alter the new balance of power in Germany,
and matters were finally resolved at a new diet in Augsburg which met from February to
September 1555.
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- The comprehensive settlement was called the Peace of Augsburg and was a milestone in
the history of religious toleration.

- It stipulated the “territorial principle,” that a region was to follow the faith of its ruler
(prince, city council). If anyone in a particular region disagreed with his ruler’s religion,
he was allowed to move to a different region, with guaranteed rights to fair sale of his
property.

- In any city where both Lutherans and Roman Catholics were represented, each was to be
tolerated.

The Reformation in the Scandinavian Countries
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- The nations of Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Iceland had
been politically united under the Danish monarchy since 1397 in the “Union of Kalmer.”
But the monarchy was weak.

- In 1521, Danish King Christian II (1513-1523) tried to introduce Lutheranism in
Denmark in order to magnify his own authority as governor of a state-controlled church.

- His attempt at Reforming Denmark failed due to the opposition of the powerful
Scandinavian bishops and nobility, who toppled the detested Christian from power. They
replaced him with Frederick I (1523-1533).

- Christian fled to the Netherlands, where he entered into an alliance with Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V; Charles would supply Christian with ships and money to reconquer
Denmark, if Christian would re-convert to Roman Catholicism and impose it on the
Danes as the one true faith.

- Christian agreed. As a prelude to conquering Denmark, he invaded Norway in 1531; the
Norwegian Catholic archbishop, bishops and many nobles swore allegiance to Christian,
but his army was thwarted at the siege of Akershus.

- Danish forces captured him and the unlucky ex-king, who had first embraced and then
abandoned Protestantism to advance his own power spent the rest of his life in prison,
dying in 1559.

- Frederick, the new Danish monarch was presiding over a genuine spiritual Reformation
in his kingdom through the influence of his son, Christian, a zealous Lutheran, who as
duke of north Schleswig (in Germany) had thoroughly Lutheranized his lands.

- A man ahead of his times in his respect for freedom of conscience, Frederick adopted a
gentle approach to reform; he tolerated both Roman Catholics and Lutherans and
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protected the popular Lutheran preacher, Hans Tausen (1494-1561), nicknamed the
“Danish Luther.”

Tausen, the son of a poor farmer, had become a monk in his youth and while studying at
Lowen and Cologne discovered Luther’s writings. In 1523 he went in secret to
Wittenberg to drink from the fountainhead.

After returning to Denmark in 1524 Tausen’s Lutheran convictions were all too obvious
and he was thrown out of monastery in Antvorskop and barred from the whole of
Sjaelland and Fyn.

Taking refuge in a monastery in Viborg in the west, from there he spread the Lutheran
gospel like wildfire.

Arrested on the orders of Bishop Fries in 1526 and expelled from his monastic order,
Tausen at this point found favor with King Frederick, who made him a royal chaplain so
that Tausen could work unmolested as the king’s servant. Tausen’s friend Sadolin
founded a Protestant college for him at Viborg that same year, financed by King
Frederick.

At the Diets of Odense in 1526 and 1527, Frederick broke Denmark’s ecclesiastical ties
with Rome, decreeing that the Danish archbishop should from now on consecrate Danish
bishops and that Danish clerical taxes should be paid to the Danish monarchy, not the
papacy.

In 1529 the New Testament in Danish appeared, translated by the Lutheran, Christian
Pederson (1480-1554), one of Denmark’s greatest humanists.

Pederson had been interested in reformist ideas from as early as 1515, when he published
a collection of sermons in Danish on the Church lectionary’s set texts from the Gospels
and Epistles, with edifying lessons attached from everyday life or from legends.
Pederson deliberately wrote it for people who could not understand Latin, convinced that
God’s Word was equally holy in any language. This conviction now bore its richest fruit
in a Danish New Testament. In 1550 the complete Danish Bible appeared, most of it
Pederson’s work.

By the time King Frederick died in 1533, two rival Churches faced each other in
Denmark, one Roman, one Lutheran. In what they saw as their last chance of recovering
power, the Roman Catholic bishops opposed the succession of Frederick’s strongly
Lutheran son Christian IIT (1533-1559).

The great north German city of Lubeck, supported by many of the Danish peasants and
towns, threw its military weight behind the campaign to restore the deposed Roman
Catholic monarch, Christian II, to the Danish throne.

Most of the Danish nobility backed Frederick’s Lutheran son, Christian III, electing him
king of Denmark in July 1534. A civil war followed; by 1536, King Christian had
crushed his foes.

The country, however, was tottering on the brink of national bankruptcy. Christian
confiscated all the land and property of the old church, outlawed its bishops and asked the
German Reformers for help in creating a new Danish Lutheran Church.
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Luther sent his colleague Johannes Bugenhagen, who in 1539 (together with Tausen)
produced a Protestant system of Church organization for Denmark, sanctioned by the
Diet of Odense.

Bugenhagen placed the control of the Church in the hands of the Danish monarchy,
acting through consistory courts and royally appointed Church administrators. The new
Lutheran Denmark was fully born.

Norway

It took several generations for Lutheranism to gain any popular support in Norway. The
Danish monarch, Christian III, imposed the new faith on the Norwegian people in 1536
by royal decree, at the same time stripping Norway of its political liberties.

The Danes did little to foster any effective Lutheran preaching and teaching in Norway;
no Bible or Protestant catechism was published in the Norwegian language. Nor did any
great popular Reformation leader appear in Norway.

Among the few committed native Reformers, the most effective was probably Jorgen
Erikkson, Lutheran bishop of Stavanger from 1571-1604.

Iceland

The Icelandic Church was divided into a northern and southern province, Holar and
Skalholt, each with its own bishop.

The fortunes of the Reformation differed widely in the two provinces. In Skalholt,
Lutheranism won many followers under the leadership of Gissur Einarsson and Odd
Gottskalksson.

Gottskalksson, converted to Lutheranism while in Norway, translated the New Testament
into Icelandic; published in Denmark in 1540, it was the first printed book in Iceland’s
native language. A complete Icelandic Bible followed in 1584.

Gissur Einarsson vigorously promoted the new faith in Iceland, first as assistant to
Bishop Palsson of Skalholt from 1538.

After the bishop’s death, King Christian III of Denmark imposed Bugenhagen’s system
of Lutheran Church organization on Iceland in 1541, and Einarsson became the Lutheran
superintendent of Skalholt.

While Lutheranism was springing up in the southern province of Skalholt, Roman
Catholicism reigned supreme in the northern province, Holar. The champion of Rome’s
cause was Holar’s bishop, Jon Arason.

The foremost Protestant evangelist of the north was Olaf Hjaltason, whom Arason
deposed from the priesthood. King Christian III eventually declared Arason an outlaw,
which merely inspired the bishop to stir up an armed revolt against Christian in 1550; the
revolt received pledges of support from the papacy and the Holy Roman Emperor Charles
V.

Arason succeeded in toppling and expelling the Danish governor of Iceland, but his
rebellion collapsed when one of the bishop’s old personal enemies ambushed and
murdered him in November 1550.
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From then on, under Hjaltason’s leadership, Lutheranism spread across the north of
Iceland as well as the south.

Sweden

The Swedish Reformation was linked with a patriotic struggle for national independence
against Danish rule.

In 1521 the Swedes rebelled against the hated tyranny of King Christian II of Denmark.
The leader of the Swedish revolt was Gustavus Vasa, who by 1523 had secured Sweden’s
independence and the same year was elected king. Gustavus was himself a convinced
Protestant, having embraced Lutheranism while in exile from Sweden in the north
German city of Lubeck.

Meanwhile, Olaf and Lars Petersson, brothers, had unleashed Lutheranism on Sweden in
1519 by their soul-stirring evangelism. Both men had studied theology at Wittenberg and
from 1524 King Gustavus gave them backing.

Olaf Petersson did more than any other Swede to popularize the Reformation. After
returning from Wittenberg he became deacon in Strangnas.

Eventually Olaf’s bishop Hans Brask, decided to act against him in1523, but it was at this
point that King Gustavus stepped in and gave Olaf his support.

In 1524 Gustavus appointed Olaf as secretary to the Stockholm municipal authority and
also opened the door for him to preach at the city church.

Olaf’s preaching made such an impact that the Reformation quickly spread beyond
Stockholm, particularly in the towns.

Olaf began translating the New Testament into Swedish in 1525, finishing in 1526. A
complete Swedish Bible appeared in 1541.

Olaf also published in 1526 a catechism entitled 4 Helpful Instruction Manual. The same
fruitful year he produced the first Swedish Protestant hymn-book.

In 1531 came his Swedish Lutheran liturgy. Olaf was also something of a social reformer,
working hard to reform the justice system by the abolition of torture.

King Gustavus relied on Lutheran support in his conflict with a party of rebellious nobles
led by the archbishop of Uppsala, who was in league with the papacy.

In 1531, Lars Petersson became archbishop of Uppsala. Apart from England, Sweden
was the only Protestant country whose Reformation preserved the apostolic succession of
bishops from the Middle Ages; its first Lutheran bishops were consecrated by their
Catholic predecessors.

King Gustavus’s relationship with his Reformers went through a stormy period in 1539-
44. The old Church-state conflict which had so often shaken medieval Europe now set
Gustavus at odds with Olaf Petersson and Lars Anderson, who was the king’s chief
advisor.

Olaf and Lars wanted a larger measure of independence for the Swedish Church than
Gustavus was willing to allow. Olaf in addition did not hold back in criticizing the king
in his sermons.
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The quarrel became so bitter that at one stage Gustavus had Olaf and Lars arrested and
sentenced to death for treason. The king relented, however, partly because of the huge
popular support the two Reformers enjoyed and pardoned them.

The second Diet of Vasteras in 1544 outlawed Roman Catholicism, declared Lutheranism
the national faith of Sweden and at the same time made the Swedish monarchy hereditary
in the family of Gustavus.

Lutheranism was slow in winning the enthusiastic allegiance of the whole Swedish
nation, and the Swedish Church underwent a reaction back towards Roman Catholicism
in the reign of John IIT (1568-92).

John married a Polish Roman Catholic princess and their son became King Sigismund I1I
of Poland in 1587. When John died in 1592, this meant that Polish and Roman Catholic
King Sigismund was the rightful heir to the Swedish throne.

Lutheran and nationalist forces in Sweden could not stomach this for long; led by
Sigismund’s Lutheran uncle Charles, his regent in Sweden, they rose up in rebellion and
defeated Sigismund in the battle of Strangebro (southern Sweden) in 1598.

The Swedish diet then deposed him in 1599; and eventually, in 1604, Sigismund’s uncle
accepted the crown of Sweden as King Charles IX.

Finland

King Gustavus of Sweden introduced the Lutheran Reformation into Finland too, which
at that time was under Swedish sovereignty.

Peter Sarkilax and Michael Agricola had been preaching Lutheranism in Finland since
1523, protected by Finland’s sole bishop, Martyn Skytte of Abo.

Skytte, a Dominican, was a disciple of Erasmus, a Biblical humanist committed to
reform; he spent part of his earlier life in Sweden, where he enjoyed the patronage of
King Gustavus, who made him vicar-general of the Swedish Dominicans. Then in 1528,
without the pope’s approval, Gustavus appointed Skytte bishop of Abo.

Thereafter, he was a key figure in the Finnish Reformation, working hard to frame it on a
conservative model which kept everything Skytte believed was of value in the medieval
Church.

Of the other Finnish Reformers, Sarkilax was a more fiery Lutheran than Skytte. Having
studied theology at Wittenberg from 1517-23, he was instrumental in winning over to
Protestantism Michael Agricola, Finland’s greatest Reformer.

In character, Agricola was a combination of Skytte and Sarkilax, a sort of Finnish
Melanchthon.

His translation of the New Testament into Finnish had an enormous impact on the
development of the Finnish language.

Agricola also produced a hand book of worship for Finnish Lutheran pastors, a prayer
book and communion liturgy. He became bishop of Abo in 1554.

King Gustavus of Sweden was not as tolerant as Agricola; he took harsh measures to
destroy the Roman Catholic Church in Finland.
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The Reformed Faith in Germany [See further — APPENDIX 2 - we link reformed and
Lutheranism together, but they are not the same]

Although Lutheranism was the prevailing form of Protestantism in Germany, the second
half of the 16™ century saw the growth of the Reformed faith
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The new heartland of the Reformed faith in Germany was an important south-western
state called Rhenish Palatinate, whose prince was once of the seven electors of Germany
(responsible for electing the emperor). Its territory included the great university of
Heidelberg.

Initially the Palatinate had tolerated both Lutherans and Reformed Protestantism but this
led to increasing quarrels between the two parties, especially when the local Lutheran
leader, Tilemann Hesshus, an uncompromising foe of all things Reformed, established
forms of ritual for Lutheran worship which seemed indistinguishable from Roman
Catholic superstition to the Reformed.

Things came to a head in 1559 with the accession of a new prince, Frederick III (1559-
1576).

To settle the matter, he held a five-day disputation in June 1560, which convinced
Frederick that the Reformed were in the right.

Frederick invited Peter Vermigli to become Heidelberg’s professor of theology, but
Vermigli declined on grounds of old age, recommending instead one of German students,
Zacharias Ursinus (1534-1583).

Ursinus, a disciple of Melanchthon as well as Vermigli, took the position in 1561. His
closest colleague was Casper Olevianus (1536-1587), pastor of Saint Peter’s Church in
Heidelberg.

Ursinus and Olevianus achieved a kind of immortality in the Reformed Churches as the
joint authors of the Heidelberg Catechism [See further APPENDIX 1], first published in
1563.

Meanwhile, Ursinus, Olevianus and other Reformed theologians, helped Prince Frederick
to organize the Reformed Church in the Palatinate as a Presbyterian body.

This grand experiment of a German Reformed Church came to a temporary halt in 1576
with Frederick’s death.

His son Louis VI, who was a staunch Lutheran, succeeded him and expelled no fewer
than 600 Reformed theologians and pastors from the Palatinate, reconverting it into a
Lutheran state.

Louis, however, died in 1583 and since his son was only 9 years old, Louis’s brother
John Casimir ruled in his name and John was Reformed.

10

CERMAT \'Y -



Angela Ketterhagen

- He expelled the Lutherans and made the Palatinate a Reformed land once more. The
effect of John Casimir’s action was enduring, in that from then onwards there would
always be a German Reformed Church in the Palatinate, despite varying religious
policies and loyalties of its princes.

- Perhaps inspired by what Frederick had done in the Palatinate, in the closing decades of
the 16" century and on into the 17™ other German territories embraced the Reformed
faith, either totally or by extending toleration to Reformed believers.

- Protestant Germany would henceforth have a strong Reformed presence alongside its
original Lutheranism.

12000 Years of Christ's Power, Volume Three, page 325
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