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Modern Church History
1700-Present Day

Lesson One

Introduction & Review

Review

- The study of the church is the study of the one people of God throughout the ages.
Jesus initiated the church in the New Testament and it was formally brought about it
the book of Acts.

Why study Church History?

- To understand where we are, we need to know where we have been. Church history
is a picture that reminds us of God’s promise to be faithful to His people. Christianity
did not develop in a vacuum. We have centuries of historical and doctrinal
development.

“God’s Word is meant to be interpreted within a community of faith. When an
individual just runs away from the church and does not listen to instruction from
others, he usually starts a cult. We must interpret the Bible as we bounce ideas and
interpretations off one another. And we do not just bounce ideas off those around us.
We use the larger community of faith including the writings of Christian brothers and
sisters who have passed away.”1
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- Studying church history allows us to better recognize error and heresy.

- Knowing church history will help prevent us from stumbling into the same
Trinitarian and Christological heresies that were popping up in the early church.

- Church history reminds us not to be captivated by fads.

“Church history helps us see how other cultures have interpreted the Bible and see
where some of our biases and prejudices pop up. For example, the topics of
homosexuality and gender roles are rather controversial today but almost
completely agreed upon throughout most of church history. If we are teaching these
subjects in new ways, this should cause us to ask if we are reading our culture onto
the Bible and making it say what we think is important today instead of what it
actually says. Another example is that in America many evangelicals think drinking
alcohol is sinful. Seeing that this is a unique idea in post-prohibition America (and is
not thought to be sinful in almost all other times and countries in church history)
helps us put this issue in perspective.”?2

Review

Video by The Redeemed Zoomer - *While this video is good and fun recap of Church
History I do not recommend the Reformed Zoomer for any other content*

https://youtu.be/AUFvA9DrObA?si=4e2s5AMDFcB_AAh4
Two corrections to the video:

1. Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Protestantism are not actually denominations.
They are branches within Christianity.

2. Baptists did not come out of the Radical Reformation. They came out of the Puritan
tradition. Anabaptists, from which we get the Amish, Mennonites, and Quakers
came out of the Radical Reformation.

L https://gcdiscipleship.com/article-feed/2015/08/04/9-basic-reasons-to-study-church-history
2 https://gcdiscipleship.com/article-feed/2015/08/04/9-basic-reasons-to-study-church-history



