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1700-Present Day

Lesson Twenty-Three

Pentecostalism

Introduction

Continuationism is the position that the signs gifts are still active and
normative today and cessastionism is the position that they are not. They
were for a specific time and a specific purpose.

Where do the following ideas come from historically? Speaking in tongues, being
slain in the Spirit, holy laughter, declaring things in Jesus name, name it and claim it.
The Word of Faith movement, the Prosperity Gospel, hearing God speak in your
heart, etc. We are going to look at today a movement that is distinctly American.
Pentecostalism and the charismatic movement, for better or for worse, is America's
most influential contribution to church history.

What is Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement?

What is Pentecostalism and the Charismatic movement? Pentecostalism is a
Christian denomination. It is a specific denomination that emphasizes using
the sign gifts, such as speaking in tongues and modern prophecy.

Today, they believe the experiences in the Book of Acts are normative and necessary
for full Christian sanctification.

All Christians believe that God gifts us to some extent.

The question is, on the kind of gifts you see used by the apostles, for example, in the
Book of Acts, were those unique because God was doing something unique in
redemptive history right after the resurrection, or are those normative and
necessary for Christians today?

Now, Pentecostals, are not heretics. There are some Pentecostals and Charismatics
though that are heretics. One of the biggest groups is called the United Pentecostal
Church. And they are modalist. They do not believe in the Trinity.

The Charismatic movement is a little different and it also has several names. Neo
Pentecostalism, Continuationism, Continualism and Charismaticism all denote
the same thing, but they connote something different.

The Charismatic movement is the international spread of certain Pentecostal
doctrines into other Christian denominations.
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Edward Irving (1792-1834) was a minister of the Church of
Scotland who had been run off due to his heterodox views.

He founded the Holy Catholic Apostolic Church, which combined
end times fervor.

One of his followers, Mary Campbell, taught that regeneration at
salvation was different from the baptism of the Spirit, which was
evidenced by speaking in tongues.

The Holiness Movement

Where does this comes from? First of all, it has its beginning in the Methodist
Church. Some of the followers of John Wesley popularized what was once called the
Holiness movement.

For all of church history, believers were baptized by the Spirit at the point of
regeneration. That is what John means when he says he baptizes with water but
one is coming who will baptize in the Spirit with fire. The idea was there was
only one blessing. There was only one baptism of the Spirit.

What is going to happen out of this Wesleyan Holiness movement is going to be a
new idea that there is not one baptism of the Holy Spirit, but that there is two
baptisms of the Spirit. A second baptism of the Spirit, a second blessing of the Spirit,
a second work of grace.

So, in this movement, when you trust in Christ you receive the first baptism of the
Spirit. You are a Christian. But then there would be a time later in your life when you
would receive a second baptism of the Spirit and it would be evidenced by living a
perfect sinless life. That is why it is called the Holiness movement.

What they believed is that you would no longer intentionally sin. You could still
accidentally sin, but somehow you are still perfect.

In 1894, the Holiness movement became its own denomination. Thirteen Methodist
ministers met to try to recover the camp meeting fervor seen during the Second
Great Awakening. The Church of the Nazarene, and the Church of God come from
this collaboration.

But at this time, the primary issue is holiness, not sign gifts. But you start to see
that they're laying the foundation to say, there are two kinds of Christians, those
that really have the Stuff. Those that are varsity Christians that really have the Spirit
and those that are just barely saved.

Speaking in Tongues

Okay, how does this now take off into Pentecostalism? A man
sympathetic to the holiness movement named Charles Fox
Parham (1873-1929).

Charles Fox Parham is a rumored homosexual that taught at
Bethel Bible College, a small unaccredited Bible College in
Topeka, Kansas.

He challenged his students to be open to the gifts of the Holy
Spirit described in the Book of Acts.
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The Azusa Street Revival.

We have on record the first person to speak in tongues on record in
church history. The first person on record was a woman named
Agnes Osmond (1870-1937), one of Parham's students.

When did she do it? January 1, 1901 in Topeka, Kansas. Now you
have popping on the radar, though, this idea of tongues. Now, with
tongues, you have, not two blessings, but three blessings of the Holy Spirit. The first
is conversion, the second is holiness, and the third is speaking in tongues.
Parham opened another school in Houston, Texas. There a man named William
Seymour (1870-1922), an illiterate African America, was taught by Parham.

But after learning from Parham, Seymour moved to Los Angeles to promote
Parham's ideas, from which the first big movement of Pentecostalism was to come.

In 1906, Seymour led what is called the Azusa Street Revival at an
abandoned Methodist Church at 312 Azusa street in Los Angeles.
This movement is where Pentecostalism took off in the United
States. Seymour had proclaimed that God would judge sinners right &=
around the time that California experienced the largest earthquake in U.S. history.
Here is this guy preaching, and he has a shoebox on his head, and he steps up and
takes it off and he starts preaching, and he's calling people to repentance. And then
there's this huge earthquake.

The meetings on Azusa street went on daily for three years, every day for
three years.

[t was marked by spontaneous prayer, preaching and an unprecedented cooperation
between whites, blacks and women. That is where Pentecostalism really took off
in the United States.

Around this time, the denomination, the Assemblies of God, was started. It
began as a split away from Pentecostalism in 1914 in Hot Springs, Arkansas.
They taught that there were not three blessings of the Spirit, but two. The holiness
element began to fade away.

Originally it was you get converted, the holiness comes with the second baptism of
the Spirit. Maybe at the second baptism, maybe at a third baptism, you also speak in
tongues.

Some of them would qualify that there is only one work of grace that God is doing
and it just plays itself out in two ways. But most of them would say that speaking in
tongues is something that every Christian should do, despite the fact that Paul will
be clear that not all Christians have all the gifts, or else we don't need each other.

Key Figures in the Movement

One of the earliest promoters of these doctrine was a woman named Aimee Semple
McPherson (1890-1944).

She was the first mainstream female preacher in the Pentecostal movement.
Pentecostalism before Aimee Semple McPherson generally frowned upon a woman
minister, as most of church history had. She is going to change that, and she is going
to change Pentecostalism.
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McPherson promoted what was called the Four-Square Gospel
Movement, meaning she's going to make her ministry primarily
about four things.

The four elements of her “gospel” refer to salvation, the
second coming, healing and speaking in tongues.

Those are going to be the same things that most charismatic and
Pentecostals will emphasize today.

She started the Salvation Navy. You can't just fight a land battle. She has the
Salvation Navy with a gospel evangelistic ship.

In addition to being a divorcee, she was an adulteress. There was a rumor that she
had been kidnapped, but she had actually been having an affair with actor Milton
Berle. She died of an overdose.

Benny Hinn visits her grave regularly. Her influence in the Pentecostal and
charismatic movement is enormous.

Oral Roberts (1918-2009), a man from Oklahoma, founded Oral =
Roberts University, and promoted Charismatic doctrine. He would
rent out huge stadiums.

But instead of the emphasis being on evangelism, it was on gifts. It
was on seeing miraculous works. It was on things like speaking in
tongues.

Kenneth Hagin (1917-2003) would go on to promote the Word
of Faith movement, which taught that you can change reality just
through your speech. Something previously only thought to be
able to be done by God.

Now, Kenneth Hagin is going to have a disciple that is even more
famous than him, Kenneth Copeland.

Kenneth Copeland’s (1936) influence in this movement was to be enormous.

His net worth is as high as $760 million, though he claims to be a billionaire.

During COVID he spit at the disease and quote, “blew the wind of God on it.”

A mark of the Holy Spirit's presence is order, not chaos. The Spirit comes to bring
peace. He brings clarity. He brings order. He brings doctrine. It's clear, it's orderly.
Who is it that comes to steal, kill and destroy? Who is it that likes chaos? The enemy.

The Three Waves of the Charismatic Movement

The first wave was in 1906 with the Azusa Street Revival. The reason it is the
first wave is that the movement stayed primarily in Pentecostalism. It was
denominational and it focused on tongues. It has not really influenced other
denominations.

The second wave is when this started to become more interdenominational.
The second wave was in the 1960s. This is also the time when the feminist
movement is going on. The sign gifts started permeating mainline denominations,
including the Roman Catholic Church, specifically at Duquesne University. And then
eventually it would also come out of Notre Dame.

The movement became less concerned about a second baptism, and it became more
interdenominational.
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- The second wave of the charismatic movement is going to start downplaying the
second blessing or second baptism because they are starting to realize that is not a
biblical idea, but they still want to keep the sign gifts alive.

- The third wave was in the 1980s. The emphasis became on seeing signs and
wonders, as in the New Testament. This third wave saw charismaticism spread
quickly, both nationally and abroad.

- This included movements like the Vineyard movement and the spread of Calvary
Chapel churches.

- The Vineyard movement said that there was only one baptism of the Spirit, but
there could be continual fillings.

- The third wave also downplayed the tongues issue, which was central to the first
wave. Most churches today are somehow influenced by the third wave of the
charismatic movement.

- The charismatic movement is now most pronounced in South America, Asia
and Africa. It's huge in the U.S. because it started here. But in these other countries,
it spread like wild.

- The Charismatic movement dropped the Pentecostal baggage on social issues. In
early Pentecostalism, women couldn't cut their hair or be rich. You had a lot of
legalism and attempts at piety. You could now be rich, pretty, in shape, and
culturally affluent.

- Itweaponized modern forms of media, TV, radio, podcast, books, etc. The
Charismatic movement is going to use all these forms of media very, very
successfully.

- Itemphasized American values, especially wealth and success. It dropped the
emphasis on holiness.

- Another reason it spread. It offered microwave spirituality. How did Christians
traditionally think one grew spiritually? Through a lifetime of suffering. That is what
it looks like to walk with the Spirit. It is a long, painful process of sanctification, but
no longer with the charismatic movement.

- Now you could go to a service, have an experience, and all of a sudden you were
ready. How did you used to have to train to be a pastor? Not only did you have to
deal with all the spiritual stuff, you also had to spend years and years and years in
graduate school learning Greek and Hebrew and theology and philosophy and then
practicing preaching.

- Buttoday you have an experience in a service. You feel as though you speak in
tongues. You can open a storefront.

- Since it lacks a strong doctrinal statement, it was easily accepted by different
denominations. Because they are not making you agree with a doctrinal statement,
that allows it to spread quickly in poorer countries. It spread because it promised
people in need relief from their suffering.

- Messages about health and wealth are very attractive to those in need.
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Common Concerns about the Charismatic Movement

What are some common concerns about the charismatic movement?

First of all, some teachers and adherents are actually heretical. Some do not
hold the traditional views of the Trinity or the doctrine of Christ. There are some
Pentecostal and charismatic leaders and some church adherents, that are not
orthodox.

They often can promote greed and a love of money.

They are anti-intellectual. The focus is on feelings and not doctrine. That is the
primary battle of the evangelical church today. There is going to always be this clash
of head and heart.

They believe that what you see in the Book of Acts is normative. This view has
not held throughout most of church history. Now that doesn't mean they're right.
Miracles are given by God to authenticate His message during certain points in
redemptive history. They were given with Moses to prove that the law was from
God. Miracles were done by Elijah and Elisha to prove their prophetic office.
Miracles were done by Jesus to prove his ministry. Miracles were done by the
disciples to show that the Gospel is true.

What you see in Acts, though, according to most of church history, is not
normative. Acts is a transitional book. The Gospel is going out. Why do you need
prophecy? Because God has to lead His people the same way He led them in the Old
Testament, through prophets. The apostles can't be everywhere. They're not
omnipresent. The people can't read the New Testament. [t's not done being written
yet. So God is giving prophets to instruct them.

Why do you need tongues in the Book of Acts? Because the Gospel is going to all
nations. God in His grace is allowing the Gospel to go forth, not just in Hebrew and
Aramaic, what the Jews would have spoken, but to every tongue, tribe, people and
nation. That's the point. The gospel goes from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, to the ends
of the earth.

They redefine the spiritual gifts. They wouldn't define them the way that church
history has traditionally defined them, as actual languages and an actual prophetic
word from God. Like the Old Testament, they take advantage of the poor.

Some are very immoral, especially related to areas of sex and embezzlement. They
often trust what they think God is telling them in their heart more than what he has
said in Scripture.

They create two levels of Christians: Varsity Christians who are better because they
really have the Spirit. And a lower level of ]V Christians.

Traditionally, differences between Christians are horizontal. We all have equal
access to God in Christ vertically but our differences are horizontal. We have
different gifts so that we can help each other.

Some are strong when it comes to areas of conscience, some are weak. But those are
horizontal distinctions. None of those make you closer to Christ or not.

However, in the charismatic movement they are going to create a vertical distinction
between two tiers of Christians. Historic charismatics believes they are literally on a
higher spiritual plane than non-charismatics.
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Positive Things about the Charismatic Movement

Are there some good things about the Charismatic movement? Of course. And
you can always learn something from somebody even if they are wrong in some
areas, because they might be right in other areas. As the late R.C. Sproul would say,
“I can learn something from everyone, even the devil, if nothing else, but how
to be crafty.”

First of all, and I think this is a really good thing. Many Charismatics really do love
God and have a deep personal relationship with Him.

They caused Bible scholars to go back and see what the New Testament really
said about spiritual gifts.

They trust God to move and are open to the Spirit's leading in their life. They
expect when they pray for God to heal somebody, that they'll be healed. We should
pray with confidence that God can and does heal.

Many people have been saved because of their evangelistic influence. They
have enough true gospel there for people to get saved.

The movement has done a better job at racial reconciliation than other
denominations. From the beginning, back in Azusa street, the Pentecostal and
Charismatic churches have been very welcoming of people from other races.

And lastly, they have used modern technology and media channels more
effectively than other Christian groups.



