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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 1 | LESSON 11
The Pentateuch — The Promise Given Through the Royal Gift Covenant

God is a PROMISE Making God

God 1) CREATES a place where 2) He will MEET with his People 3) for their JOY. 4) His People reject Him.
5) God binds Himself through PROMISE (i.e. The Royal Gift Covenant) to 6) RESCUE His people from
their sin and 7) RESTORE them to Himself for their JOY.

ILLUSTRATION — Holidays are important ways for a Nation to remember key events in their shared
history. In America, we have National Holidays like Christmas and Easter and Thanksgiving. In "The
Polar Express" by Chris Van Allsburg, The entire story revolves around the magical journey of a boy to
the North Pole on Christmas Eve. The story captures the wonder and excitement of Christmas,
emphasizing themes of belief and the spirit of the holiday.

VIDEO - Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur for Kids | Jewish New Year | Holiest Day of the Jewish Year |
Twinkl https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00yn5Yi-phE

“The Feast Days of Israel”
Pictures of the SEED PROMISE and BLOOD PICTURE

Leviticus 23

“Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation.
You shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the Lorb in all your dwelling places” (Lev. 23:3)

THE HEAD - To Know how the Jewish Calendar point to Jesus.
@ Q - How did Jesus fulfill the Jewish Calendar?

THE HEART - To Choose the biblical record of Jewish life as a type or picture of Jesus in
' His redemptive work.
Q- How can keeping feast days warm your heart in your relationship with God?

THE HAND - To Pray today’s Jewish people would see Jesus in the celebration of the
Feasts.
Q- How can you remember the feast days?

EMPHASIS

All of the Feast Days, like the Tabernacle and its structure and administration, are shadows and types of
Jesus. They meant something to Israel, but they all culminate in Jesus. Israel’s calendar was to remind
them of God’s Story and all of it points to the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT.



For a nation of unholy failures, the Law is a gracious expression of a gracious God who seeks to empower
and enable them in their pursuit of Him. The Law provides “rules and regulations” showing the Nation
what loving God and loving one another looks like. Their inability is met by Blood through the SACRIFICIAL
SYSTEM. For without the shedding of blood there can be no remission of sin (Lev. 17:11). This system is
a daily activity at the Tabernacle to remind them of God’s desire to restore them to His joy.

The Feasts teach His People about Jesus by calling them to Rest. This Rest reminds them of what existed
in the Garden and will exist once more in the future. Jesus is God’s Promised Seed and Blood Picture
who will secure this Rest for His People.

As Hebrews 10:1 state, “The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities
themselves.”

The Apostle Paul in Colossians 2:16-17 writes,

16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival
or a new moon or a Sabbath. 1’ These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs
to Christ.

But, regardless as to its temporal nature, it is still a shadow.

Israel was to keep a full calendar of sacred days, all of which were designed to help Israel remember who
God is and what He gives.

God rested on the seventh day (Gen. 2:1-3) and Jesus rested from His work (Jn. 19:30). They now offer
rest to those who follow Him (Matt. 11:28-30). We are to enter into His rest (Heb. 4:1ff).

LITERARY CONTEXT
The Book of Leviticus
The Way to God The Walk with God
Emphasis on Sacrifice Emphasis on Feast Days
The Offerings (1-7) Spring Feasts
1. The Burnt Offering (1) 1. Passover
2. The Grain Offering (2) 2. Unleavened Bread
3. The Peace Offering (3) 3. First Fruits
4. The Sin Offering (4-7) 4. Pentecost
5. The Trespass Offering (5-7) Fall Feasts
5. Trumpets
6. Day of Atonement
7. Tabernacles




Feasts Passage Length

Passover 23:5 1 verse
Unleavened bread  23:6-8 3 verses
First fruits 23:10-14 5 verses
Weeks 23:15-22 8 verses
Trumpets 23:24-25 2 verses
Day of Atonement  23:27-32 6 verses
Booths 23:34-43 10 verses
HISTORICAL CONTEXT

At Mt. Sinai, God expands on the SEED PROMISE and BLOOD PICTURE in giving what we call the Law. It
is a VASSAL TREATY. A treaty whose responsibilities are condition for either blessing or cursing. The
design of this Covenant is to guide the nation in expressing their love for God and for one another. The
nation is incapable of keeping the Law perfectly, thus God establishes Blood Sacrifices to atone for a
broken Law. These sacrifices are brought to the Tabernacle.

In addition to this daily reminder of God’s Story, God gave annual reminders through FEAST DAYS. The
SEVEN FEAST DAYS called people to remember God’s redemptive purpose for the Nation. Not only did

they remind the people, but they taught them this truth. The FEAST DAYS were experienced by the
individual, the family, and the Nation.

BIBLICAL CONTEXT

It is difficult to separate the structure of Leviticus and the Feast Days AND their Messianic implications.
All of Leviticus points to the substance in Jesus. Note the following structure for the three Fall Feasts.

STRUCTURE

For a moment, let us consider just the Fall Feasts.
l. THE SEQUENCE

157 day of the 7t month = Trumpet

10t day of the 7" month = Day of Atonement

15t day of the 7" month = Booths

Il.  THE FALL FEASTS

The Fall Feasts occur in the 71" Month. It is a time of rest, a time of completion (Cf. Lev. 23:32)



« 23 Again the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2* "Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 'In the seventh
month on the first of the month you shall have a rest, a reminder by blowing of trumpets, a holy
convocation. % 'You shall not do any laborious work, but you shall present an offering by fire to
the LORD." (Lev. 23:23-25)

Leviticus 23:23-25
* areminder by blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.

*  The word “reminder” means “memoria

* What are they to remember?

SEVEN = REST

A Study of “Seven” in Israel’s Calendar
* Every 7™ Day, A Sabbath Rest
* Every 7" Month, A Sabbath Month
* Every 7™ Year, A Sabbath Year
s Every 49t / 50t Year, The Year of Jubilee
* Every 490 Years, A Cycle of Completion
* The Fall Feasts occur in the 7% Month.
* ltis atime of rest, a time of completion.
* Cf Lev. 23:32

I”

The Seven Trumpets in Revelation: from the first of the year to The Feast of Trumpets, there are six
months. On the new moon in each month a trumpet is blown. The last Trumpet in the seventh month
inaugurates the Feast of Trumpets and is the “Last Trump.”

V.

IT’S SIGNIFICANCE

The Feast of Trumpets announces THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. The Gathering is for THE DAY OF

ATONEMENT.

When we look at the following charts, we can see their Messianic intent.

4 SPRING FEASTS

3 FALL FEASTS

Passover Unleavened 15t Fruits Pentecost
Lamb Bread
14th Day of 1st|15th Day of 1t|16th Day of 1t| 50 Days After
Month Month Month 15t Fruits

JESUS Redeems His People

1Cor.5:7;1
Pt. 1:19

1Pt. 1:19

1 Cor. 15:20

Acts 2:1-47

Four Feasts | One Act — The Beginning

Trumpets Atonement Booths
1t Day of 7t 10th Day of 7th | 15t Day of the 7t
Month Month Month
JESUS Restores His Creation
Matt. 24:31; 1 Cor. Zech. 12:10; Rev. 21:3, 22

15:52; 1 Thess. 4:15
Jesus Gathers

John 19:37; Rev. 1:7
Jesus Judges

Jesus Reigns

At His first coming, Jesus fulfills the four spring feasts.

Three Feasts | One Act — The Ending

In fulfilling the four spring feasts, there are no time gaps between the events. There is a chronology or
sequence to their fulfillment.



At His second coming, Jesus will fulfill the three fall feasts.

In fulfilling the three fall feasts, there are no time gaps between the events.
Jesus fulfilled the four spring feasts on their appointed days.

Should we not expect Jesus to fulfill the three fall feasts on their appointed days?

The people were to be reminded through the Feast Days of Garden Rest. What they had, they will have.
The Feasts remind them of both.

Israel was to keep a full calendar of sacred days, all of which were designed to help Israel remember who
God is and what He gives.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

It is impossible NOT to see Jesus in the Feasts of Israel.

Everything written about Jesus in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.
And so, it has been, and so it will be. The feasts of Israel were a shadow and a reminder of the life Jesus
would sacrifice in place of your own. He was the final sacrifice, and no more sacrifices are required. That
is why today it is said “whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” for “whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” Do you believe Jesus is the Christ, the promised one
who was to come, the Lamb of God who has taken away your sins? If so, then live according to your
identity. By grace, through faith with love for all those around you. (Luke 24; John 3; Colossians 3)

Jesus is the fullest and final fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, prophecies, and patterns. The
Feasts of Israel all point to Jesus and are fulfilled in Jesus.

ILLUSTRATION - "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" by Dr. Seuss, this classic story focuses on the
Grinch's attempt to ruin Christmas for the Whos in Whoville and his eventual realization of the true
meaning of the holiday. It emphasizes themes of kindness, community, and the non-materialistic
aspects of Christmas. It is possible for days to be forgotten, but the reasons behind the days or holidays
cannot be forgotten. The celebration of the Jewish Holidays reminds the Christian how God is in
control of our calendars and we would do well to celebrate the events as reminds of what God said He
would do and did.

APPLICATION

God created us so that we would know and experience the joy/rest He has within Himself as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit and this joy/rest is only known in His presence.

God ordained these feasts so that all His people would be reminded of the rest that is in His presence.
The Feasts given to Israel were only shadows of what awaited them in Christ. Paul wrote to the



Jewish/Gentile Christians of Colossae: Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food
and drink, or about a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come,
but the substance belongs to Christ (Colossians 2:16, 17). It was Paul’s expectation that Jewish Christians
would mark the feasts of Israel as a way of reminding them of what has been fulfilled and will be fulfilled
by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Everything written about Jesus in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.
And so, it has been, and so it will be. The feasts of Israel were a shadow and a reminder of the life Jesus
would sacrifice in place of your own. He was the final sacrifice, and no more sacrifices are required. That
is why today it is said “whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” for “whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” Do you believe Jesus is the Christ, the promised one
who was to come, the Lamb of God who has taken away your sins? If so, then live by grace, through faith
with love for all those around you. (Luke 24; John 3; Colossians 3)

Like Israel, today’s church should gather and celebrate those visual reminders of God’s purpose for rest.
What ordinances and seasonal holidays do believers practice today to be reminded of God’s presence in
their lives, daily provision for their lives, and ultimately the redemption of their lives? [Church,
communion, baptism, Christmas, Easter, others?]

VISUALS

1. What are some objects that remind you of something? For example: A Christmas Tree; An Easter
Egg; a Birthday Cake. Etc.

2. Each of these objects remind you of something; Christmas; Easter; Birth Date.

The Feast Days reminded the People of Israel of something or someone.

4. Each of our HOLIDAYS remind us of something; i.e. July 4™; MLK; etc. What are some holidays
that you enjoy? What do they remind you of? Some are personal others are national.

5. Each of the seven feast days in Israel [holidays] reminded the nation of something or someone.

Jesus fulfilled each of the four spring feasts. Jesus will fulfill each of the three fall feasts.

7. THINK OF VARIOUS ROAD SIGNS, NAME THEM AND SHOW THEM. WHAT DO THE SIGNS DO?
What do the signs point to?

w
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MEMORY VERSE

Leviticus 23:3
Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You
shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the Lorb in all your dwelling places.

RESOURCES

https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/otesources/03-leviticus/text/articles/hui-feasts-bs.htm
This is an excellent article on the significance of the Feast Days for the Nation of Israel. The author
highlights the idea of rest.



