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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 1 | LESSON 12 

The Pentateuch – The Promise Given Through the Royal Gift Covenant  

 

God is a PROMISE Making God 
 

God 1) CREATES a place where 2) He will MEET with his People 3) for their JOY.  4) His People reject Him. 

5) God binds Himself through PROMISE (i.e. The Royal Gift Covenant) to 6) RESCUE His people from 

their sin and 7) RESTORE them to Himself for their JOY. 

 

ILLUSTRATION – "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" by Roald Dahl. Veruca Salt is known for her 

constant complaining and demanding attitude, especially when she doesn't get what she wants. 

Veruca's complaints and spoiled behavior are used to contrast with Charlie's humility and patience. Her 

eventual downfall serves as a moral lesson about the consequences of being overly demanding and 

ungrateful. Veruca Salt had everything she needed, but still found occasion to complain.  

 

VISUALS -  

• Bring in a can of food no one will like and have them taste it. Chances are they will complain. 

• Show a stop sign; show a poison symbol. What do each of these things tell you? Danger/Warning. 

Well, the experience of Israel is a warning for us not to rebel against the Lord. 

• Blow up a balloon and then let out the air as it squeals. The sound is annoying. Hearing people 

complain is ANNOYING to those around you. 

 

VIDEO – What's wrong with complaining? CQ Kids. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Nhh8mwL_us  

  

 “The People Complained” 

A Summary of the Book of Numbers 

Numbers 11:1-3 
1 And the people complained in the hearing of the LORD about their misfortunes, and when the LORD 

heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of the LORD burned among them and consumed some 

outlying parts of the camp. 2 Then the people cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to the LORD, and 

the fire died down. 3 So the name of that place was called Taberah, because the fire of the LORD burned 

among them. 

 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know how the human heart is unchangeable apart from God’s gracious 

dealings. 

Q – How do you view Israel and their rebellion with the golden calf?  Do you look down 

on Israel or see yourself as no better than a rebellious nation? 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose the biblical record concerning your own hardness of heart. 
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Q – Can you remember a moment in your life where you experienced incredible 

forgiveness?  Do you remember your feelings when forgiveness wasn’t offered to you?  

How did those feelings change when forgiveness came? 
 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray for continued strength to believe and follow Jesus. 

Q – How can a proper view of human rebellion and God’s mercy change how we treat 

those around us? 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

Numbers is a tragic retelling of humanity’s fall from God and their irrational rebellion against God and 

His gracious provision and promise. 

 

The book of Numbers is a book of disobedience and death.  In many ways, it is a depressing book.  Man’s 

depravity is seen on every hand.  Yet in the midst of such a book stands God.  God is faithful to His 

covenant and despite the disobedience of His people, He continues to move the fulfillment of the SEED 

PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE forward.  God’s “patience” is sorely tested and 

yet His mercy and grace are without limits.  

 

“God’s rules and laws were perfect, but God’s people were not.”1  

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 

 

Structurally, we will note the outline for the Book under THE STRUCTURE. However, a defining idea that 

helps understand the book’s MELODIC LINE is in some key words. 

 

Notice the occurrences of some key words found throughout the book of Numbers.   

 

First, the word “murmur”.  Murmur is found 15 times in Numbers (14:2, 27, 29, 36; 16:41; 17:5).  It carries 

the idea of "to stay permanently; hence (in a bad sense) to be obstinate (especially in words, to 

complain.)"   

Second, is the word “ange”r.  Anger is found 14 times in Numbers (11:1, 10, 20, 33; 12:9; 22:22, 27, 31; 

24:10; 25:3, 4; 32:10, 13, 14).   

Third, the phrase "against the LORD".  This particular phrase is found eight times in Numbers (5:6; 14:9; 

16:11; 21:7; 26:9; 27:3; 31:16; 32:23).  Conflict and unbelief mark the book. 

 

Israel is marked as a rebellious nation. 

 

“COMPLAINING” in NUMBERS 

5 11 14 16 17 21 26 27 31 32 

6 1 2, 9, 27, 

29, 36 

11, 41 5, 10 7 9 3 6 23 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

 

 “Numbers relates the story of Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to the plains of Moab on the border of 

Canaan. Much of its legislation for people and priests is similar to that in Exodus, Leviticus and 

Deuteronomy. The book tells of the murmuring and rebellion of God’s people and of their subsequent 

judgment. Those whom God had redeemed from slavery in Egypt and with whom he had made a 

covenant at Mount Sinai responded not with faith, gratitude and obedience but with unbelief, 

ingratitude and repeated acts of rebellion, which came to extreme expression in their refusal to 

undertake the conquest of Canaan (ch. 14). The community of the redeemed forfeited their part in the 

Promised Land. They were condemned to live out their lives in the desert; only their children would 

enjoy the fulfillment of the promise that had originally been theirs (cf. Heb 3:7—4:11).”2 

 

The Nation of Israel stayed at Mt. Sinai for approximately one month. Deuteronomy covers a six-month 

period.  Numbers, a 40-year period (Numbers 14:26-39; Joshua 5:12). 

 

God has delivered His people out of the Egyptian bondage.  Moses sent out 12 spies that surveyed the 

land of Canaan.  Ten came back with an evil report (chapters 13, 14).  Because of their unbelief, God 

would wipe out an entire generation of people 20 years old and older from entering into the Promised 

Land.  This would transpire over a 40-year period in the Wilderness of Zin. 

 

"[Numbers] narrates the guidance of Israel through the desert, from Mount Sinai to the border of Canaan 

by the river Jordan, and embraces the whole period from the second month of the second year after the 

exodus from Egypt to the tenth month of the fortieth year."3   

 

On every hand the Israelites complained and murmured against God!!!  Only 4 of the adults who were 

alive at the Exodus lived to the end of this book (Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb) and only 2 of those 4 

entered into the Promised Land (Joshua and Caleb).  It has been said that every 20 minutes someone 

died.  There was one funeral every hour every day for 40 years.  Why?  To purge Israel of the Egyptian 

element that had crept into the nation. 

 

The provision of God is also seen in the book of Numbers.  How can 3+ million people be sustained in a 

dry, deserted barren desert?  God was there!!! In faith's arithmetic, God is the only figure that counts. 

 

"The world's largest mobile home park.  If the population estimate of three million is accurate, and a 

minimum living space is allowed for each Israelite's family and flocks the camp of Israel must have been 

enormous -- covering more than 100 square miles (about twice the size of present-day San Francisco.)  

And yet, through a detailed, God-given plan for pitching, striking, and moving camp, Moses maintained 

order in the nation."4   

 

BIBLICAL CONTEXT 

 

There are five key doctrinal truths taught in the book of Numbers. 
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A. The Tabernacle Is Central 

 

By having the Tabernacle always in the center of each encampment it reminds the people of God’s 

desire to save them so that they might know and experience the joy He has within Himself. 
 

 B. God Is in Control of The Whole Situation 

 

At no time is there any doubt as to who is running the show.  No matter how bleak the situation might 

appear, God is controlling the events and the ultimate outcome. 
 

 C. God Demands Obedience [The Power of the Vassal Treaty] 

 

God spoke in such a way as to be understood.  In understanding, there is to be a response of obedience.  

Non-conformity brings consequences. Yet, complete obedience is impossible. This does not mean we 

stop trying, but the entire LAW system is built around their failure. From the Sacrifices to the Tabernacle 

and in the Feast Days, the LAW speaks to God’s desire for a disobedient people. 

 

D. Sin Is A Problem That Needs to Be Faced Among the People of God 

 

Sin is incapable of being covered up.  It must be confronted and dealt with in full.  

 

E. God’s Covenant Love for His Own Is Unconditional 

 

Once God placed His love on this nation, it became unconditional.  Nothing could separate God from the 

objects of His love. The promises God made to Adam and Eve will be fulfilled no matter how sinful His 

people were. Their sin keeps them from enjoying all that God has for them in and of Himself. 

 

F. God Punishes Sin  

 

Regardless as to where sin is found, it will be punished. Sin has an intrinsic demerit meaning sin always 

carries with it, its own punishment/pain. 

 

STRUCTURE 
 

The structure of the narrative points to the failure and insufficiency of Israel as a nation.  God enters 

into a covenant with Israel and tells them the terms of that covenant.  Israel’s inability to keep God’s 

LAW is clear. They can’t keep God’s Word. What they cannot do, God can, and Jesus ultimately will. 
 

The outline for Numbers is really quite simple.  If kept in mind, it will enable the reader to lay hold of its 

basic ideas. 

I. The Nation Walking: Preparations for Leaving Sinai (1:1-10:10) - FINAL ENCAMPMENT AT SINAI 

(1:1–10:10) 
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II. The Nation Wandering: From Sinai to the Plains of Moab (10:11-21:35) - GENERATION-LONG 

MARCH IN THE WILDERNESS FROM SINAI TO MOAB (10:11–22:1) 

 

God has delivered His people out of the Egyptian bondage.  Moses sent out 12 spies that surveyed the 

land of Canaan.  Ten came back with an evil report (chapters 13, 14).  Because of their unbelief God 

would wipe out an entire generation of people 20 years old and older from entering into the Promised 

Land.  This would transpire over a 40-year period in the Wilderness of Zin. 

 

III. The Nation Waiting: Events in the Moabite Plains ([25] 22-36) - ENCAMPMENT ON THE PLAINS 

OF MOAB AND PREPARATION TO ENTER CANAAN (22:2–36:13) 

 

We go from the EXODUS through the wilderness to the BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY. 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 

 

 “Throughout these stories, we see Moses standing before God as the representative for His people after 

witnessing their unbelief and sin. Jesus will become the new and better Moses. Only God in the flesh 

[Jesus] can be our advocate. As the perfect representative, He gave the sacrifice we should give in order 

to grant salvation by His grace and through our faith. Now Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father to 

intercede for you and me every moment of our existence.”5  

 

APPLICATION 
 

 No matter how hard you try, you will sin against God and fail to keep His Word. Do not give up 

trying, but do not allow yourself to wallow in your failure. 

 No matter how miserable your failure, God still loves you and will provide for you. He will do for 

you what you cannot do for yourself. 

 Thank God for Jesus. Today Jesus is praying for you. God loves you just like He loves His Son Jesus. 

 The Promises of God are not dependent on you, but on Him. He will do for you what you cannot 

do for yourself. 

 

Numbers reminds us that we can’t, but God can, and Jesus will/did. The experience of Israel at Kadesh-

Barnea and in the wilderness reminds us that we, like them, are complainers. Despite our failure God 

will always prove Himself faithful. You and I cannot meet our most basic need to be forgiven of our sin. 

God, however, does for us what we cannot do for ourselves and that is offer us forgiveness.  
 

Due to the finished work of Christ, we can rest in His faithfulness to do for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves.  The church gathering on Sundays is a place where we remember and are reminded of God’s 

continued faithfulness to forgive us of our sins. The church gathering on Sundays calls us to remember 

the gospel. 

 

  



 

6 

VISUALS 
 

• LONG STORY SHORT [Old Testament] has some great visuals; illustrations on pages 192-216 for 

the Book of Numbers. This book is available at WBC in Room 202. 

 

MEMORY VERSE 
 

Numbers 11:1-3 
1 And the people complained in the hearing of the LORD about their misfortunes, and when the LORD 

heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of the LORD burned among them and consumed some 

outlying parts of the camp. 2 Then the people cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to the LORD, and the 

fire died down. 3 So the name of that place was called Taberah, because the fire of the LORD burned 

among them. 
 

 

ENDNOTES 

1 The Story for Children: A Storybook Bible, p. p. 71. 
2 https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-numbers/  
3 Keil and Delitzsch, Numbers, p. 752. 
4 Daily Walk, The Navigators, Jan 1986, p. 17. 
5 Gospel Project, p. 13, Spring 2016: Personal Study Guide, Students.  

 


