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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 2 | LESSON 2 

OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY – The Promise Preserved Through Failed Leadership  

 

God is a PROMISE Protecting God 
 

God 1) PROVIDES “shadow | type” rulers who 2) fail to RESCUE His people 3) DEFEAT His enemies and 

4) KEEP them in the Land 5) so that His people would be with Him for their JOY. 6) God, however, shall 

FULFILL all of His promises in JESUS. 

 

“In those Days there was No King In Israel” 

Judges 17:6; 18:1; 21:25 
 

“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  

 

 

 

THE HEAD - Put yourself in the place of God throughout the story of Judges?  How would 

you treat a nation like this? 

 

 

 

THE HEART – Have you ever had someone fail to do what they promised? This is the story 

of the judges. 

 

 

 

THE HAND - How does God’s capacity for faithfulness change how you view others in your 

life? 

 

 

 

EMPHASIS 
 
The main them of the narrative is that “Israel has no King” (17:6; 18:1; 21:25) and this leads to their self-

destruction.  

 

• The book of Judges shows Israel’s utter failure to obey the VASSAL TREATY and remain faithful to 

Yahweh.  

• God, however, always remains faithful to His promise in fulfilling the SEED PROMISE and completing 

the BLOOD PICTURE. 

 

• Isa 19:20 It will be a sign and a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt. When they cry 

to the Lord because of oppressors, he will send them a savior and defender, and deliver them. 

 

God, in the Book of Judges, gives SHADOW Saviors. 
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Notice the occurrence of the word JUDGES in the Book of Judges [2:16-19; 3:10; 4:4; 10:2, 3; .11:27; 

12:7-14; 15:20; 16:31]. 

Notice the following JUDGES. 

Othniel (Jdg. 3:1-11) 

Ehud (Jdg. 3:12-31) 

Deborah (Jdg. 4-5) 

Gideon (Jdg. 6-9) 

Jephthah (Jdg. 10-12) 

Samson (Jdg. 13-16) 

 

“The book of Judges highlights six judges during this time and shows their increasing corruption. These 

judges start off fairly well (Othniel, Ehud, Deborah) but become increasingly worse (Gideon, Jephthah, 

Samson). The book ends with two very disturbing stories that show how incredibly lawless the people 

have become.”1 

 

The narrative of judges moves the Seed Promise forward.  With the continual refrain of “there was no 

king” the author is setting up the Story to be one that is looking forward to a king.  At the end of Judges, 

the thought has to be “can a human king solve this nations issues, or is there need to something greater.” 

 

God is gracious, but His ultimate end has yet to be achieved. Humanity can never do for itself what can 

only be done by God. 

 

After Joshua brings Israel into the land promised to Abraham and his descendants, he implores Israel to 

obey Yahweh and be faithful to Him (Josh. 24:14-15).  Joshua dies and Israel fights off the remaining 

Canaanites but never fully drive them out of the land (Jdg. 1:28).  Over the next 400 years, Israel falls 

into a vicious cycle where they do what is “evil in the eyes of Yahweh” (2:11, 3:7, 3:12, 4:1, 6:1, 10:6, 

13:1) and serve other gods in the land.  Israel would continually fail in this way, so Yahweh would raise 

up nations from the surrounding lands to oppress Israel and bring about their defeat.  Yahweh would 

then raise up leaders called judges and place His Spirit upon them (3:10, 6:34, 11:29, 13:25, 14:6, 14:9, 

14:19, 15:14).  These judges were continually used by Yahweh to redeem Israel from the oppression of 

other nations and turn the heart of His people back to Him.  Even though Yahweh continually redeems 

Israel, the nation continues to fail time and time again.  Every time Israel goes through the cycle, they 

become more and more evil and corrupt than when they started.  Israel reaches its lowest point when 

the tribe of Benjamin commits an act of violent sexual assault, which ignites a brutal civil war in the 

nation.  The nation of Israel essentially becomes a “wild west” type of atmosphere where people do 

whatever they want and commit acts of injustice and evil without any consequences.  The last verse of 

Judges is a resounding statement that is left ringing in the ears of the listener, “In those days there was 

no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” 
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LITERARY CONTEXT 
 

"Whereas Joshua shines brightly as a book of obedience and victory, Judges is a sad book of disobedience 

and defeat -- a turbulent period of 350 years in which the nation passes through seven cycles of sin."2 

 

"Historically the Book of Judges is the sequel to the Book of Joshua.  The two books are linked together 

by the repeated record of Joshua's death (Judges 2:6-9; cf. Josh. 24:29-31)."3 

 

Judges provides an introduction to the Israel Monarchy.  It forms a backdrop. 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

"This title is derived from the type of government or leadership which dominated the Israelite tribes in 

the interval between the death of Joshua and the coronation of King Saul."4 

 

"It was a general term for leadership combining the executive (including military) and judicial aspects of 

governing.  Thus, the judges of Israel were primarily military and civil leaders, with strictly judicial 

functions included as appropriate."5 

 

The Judges were SHADOW SAVIORS. 

 

BIBLICAL CONTEXT 
 

The pattern found in Judges occurs throughout the Bible until one comes who is the fulfillment of every 

promise and the completion of every picture. 

 

STRUCTURE 
 

I. Israel fails to drive out the Canaanites (Jdg. 1-2) 

A. Israel and the Canaanites (Jdg.1) 

B. The spiral of Judges (Jdg.2) 

II. Corruption of Israel’s Judges (Jdg.3-16) 

A. Othniel (Jdg. 3:1-11) 

B. Ehud (Jdg. 3:12-31) 

C. Deborah (Jdg. 4-5 

D. Gideon (Jdg.6-9) 

E. Jephthah (Jdg.10-12) 

F. Samson (Jdg.13-16) 

III. Corruption of the people of Israel (ch.17-21) 

A. Micah, Dan, and Laish (Jdg. 17-18) 

B. Israel’s first civil war (jdg.19-21) 
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The second chapter of Judges (2:10-19) provides 

the reader with a blueprint of how the upcoming 

narrative is going to unfold.  Here is the blueprint: 

 

The following cycle shows our relationship to sin 

and to God. This cycle is reflective of the VASSAL 

TREATY and its conditional consequences. 

 

As the narrative unfolds, we see this cycle develop 

over and over again.  When you read an account 

of a Judge you’ve basically read them all.  Israel is unfaithful and God redeems Israel through a “judge” 

despite the judge’s lack of faith or shortcomings.    

 

In fact, Israel becomes worse than the surrounding nations.  They were to be an example of God and 

reflect His character through His law, but they instead become a nation of injustice and evil.  The author 

seems to be pointing out a reason for this nation’s downfall.  Four times the refrain of “In those days 

there was no king in Israel” (17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25) is mentioned.  The author is pointing to the lack of 

leadership in the nation and also pointing forward to where the narrative is going.  This is laying the 

groundwork for Israel to start looking for a king that will rule justly and remain faithful to God.  

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

The narrative of judges moves the Seed Promise forward.  With the continual refrain of “there was no 

king” the author is setting up the Story to be one that is looking forward to a king.  At the end of Judges, 

the thought has to be “can a human king solve this nations issues, or is there need to something greater.” 

 

“Jesus is revealed in the Book of Judges as both Lawgiver and Judge.”6 

 

“The ultimate Judge and Savior, Jesus (Matt. 1:21), represents this grace in its ultimate form, 

interrupting the ongoing cycle of sin in the lives of his people throughout time and throughout the 

world. There is no sin, no failure, and no act of unfaithfulness that is beyond the reach of Christ’s 

redemptive love.”7 

 

• Jesus is the Righteous King who rules over Nations and brings order from chaos. 

• Jesus it the Righteous Judge who rules over Nations and brings order from chaos. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

 God remains faithful despite the failure of His people. 

 God is standing by His people and bearing with their shortcomings and rebellion.  
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The account of Judges is an incredibly dark time in the life of Israel.  This account shows just how wicked 

and deplorable humanity can be when left to their own devices.  This is not what God created humanity 

to be.  He wants so much more for His creation and desires to see humans living in communion and 

relationship with God.  The “king” that was being searched for in Judges is Jesus.  A human king with 

failures and depravity will not solve the problems revealed in Judges (wait until you see what happens 

next), but a king who is truly one with God can make a difference and that is what is found at the cross.       

As a church, the time of the judges provides great hope.  Just like Israel, the church has its fair share of 

individuals who are inadequate to lead, lack faith, and don’t trust God.  Through the judges, God shows 

the power of His Spirit to lead these individuals and move His people toward His purposes and plans.  

The time of the church is where all of God’s people have the indwelling presence of the God’s Spirit in 

their lives to guide and lead His people into faithfulness and trust. 

 

VISUALS 
 

 

MEMORY VERSE  

 

Judges 21:25 (ESV see also 17:6; 18:1; 19:1) 
“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 

 

 

ENDNOTES 

1 Watch: Judges Bible Book Overview Video | BibleProject™  
2 The Navigators  
3 BKC, OT, p. 374. 
4 Archer, OTS, p. 274. 
5 BKC, OT, p. 374. 
6 https://destinyokc.com/blog/2015/6/24/jesus-in-judges1  
7 https://www.crossway.org/articles/christ-in-all-of-scripture-judges-216-19/  

 


