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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 2 | LESSON 4 

OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY – The Promise Preserved Through Failed Leadership  

 

God is a PROMISE Protecting God 
 

God 1) PROVIDES “shadow | type” rulers who 2) fail to RESCUE His people 3) DEFEAT His enemies and 

4) KEEP them in the Land 5) so that His people would be with Him for their JOY. 6) God, however, shall 

FULFILL all of His promises in JESUS. 

 

Samuel, the King Maker; Saul, the Heart Breaker 

“Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel” 
1 Samuel 10:1 

 

10:1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and said, “Has not the LORD 

anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign over the people of the LORD and you will 

save them from the hand of their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has 

anointed you to be prince over his heritage. 

 

 

 

THE HEAD – Just because everyone is doing it, doesn’t make it right; or does it? How can 

we know if what others say is right or wrong? What do we have that must guide us in our 

decision-making process? 

 

 

 

THE HEART – Does the “heart” matter in our relationship to God? What do you “think” is 

meant by “heart?” 

 

 

 

THE HAND – When is it necessary to stand against the crowd? What are examples of when 

the crowd gets it wrong? 

 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

Herein lies the problem. Every Israelite should / would have known that through Judah the Seed Promise 

would come. Saul shunned the limelight, but the power went to his “head.” When David was anointed, 

Saul should have conceded. He didn’t. Therein lies the problem.  Saul’s son, Jonathan recognized that 

David was of Judah’s line and would be king (1 Sam. 20:31; 23:17; 24:20).  Jonathan conceded his right 

to the throne, to the rightful King David. 

 

Saul is not of Judah’s line. He is from Benjamin. 
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LITERARY CONTEXT 

 

 There is an intentional 

progression from 

PENTATEUCH to HISTORICAL.  

 Deuteronomy ends with them 

on the EAST side of the Jordan.  

 Joshua beings with them 

entering into the PROMISED 

LAND. 

 Judges speaks of Israel with 

LAW yet still LAWLESS. God 

raises up JUDGES to destroy 

their enemies and deliver them into their land. As a Nation, they lived in violation of the VASSAL 

TREATY. God, faithful to the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT, continued to raise up “Saviors.”  

 Samuel is the last of the Judges and the first of the prophets. He is the first “king maker.” King 

Saul is a shadow of a future king. 

 In the Hebrew Bible, 1 and 2 Samuel were one scroll, one story. 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

 

“The book of 1 Samuel [say: ''First Samuel''] is a 

book of transition. It outlines the change from the 

theocracy established under Moses to the 

monarchy begun under [king] Saul. The book also 

marks the transition from priests to prophets as 

the central figure of God's dealing with Israel. 

First Samuel is really a continuation of the book 

of Judges, with Ruth as a parenthesis. The key 

thought is ''choosing a king,'' and the key verse 

reads, ''Now, therefore, behold the king whom ye 

have chosen'' (1Sam 12:13).”1 

 

In the Story, we have lived through the age of the JUDGES / RUTH and are walking into the age of the 

KINGS. Both JUDGES and KINGS are types or shadows. They are “good,” but temporal and flawed. Each 

one points to the true JUDGE and KING. 
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BIBLICAL CONTEXT 

 

Is the SEED PROMISE from the Tribe of Judah [David] or from the Tribe of Benjamin [Saul]? 

 

1. Ge 49:10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 

Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 

2. Num. 24:17 "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from 

Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And 

tear down all the sons of Sheth. 

3. Isa. 11:1 ¶ Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will 

bear fruit. 10 ¶ Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as 

a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 

4. 2 Samuel 7:16 "Your house [King David of Judah] and your kingdom shall endure before Me 

forever; your throne shall be established forever.“’” 

5. Matthew 1:1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham: 

 

King Saul was set up to fail. Saul could have succeeded as a King, but not as the fulfillment of the SEED 

PROMISE. Saul was the unfortunate choice of the people’s appetites. Although he was the wrong 

person at the wrong time, his own choices set him against God. 

 

The family tree of Jacob shows Judah from Leah rather than Benjamin from Rachel. 

 

STRUCTURE 
 

The Structure of 1 Samuel is as follows. 

 

OUTLINE PROPER 

I. The Prophet Samuel 

A. The Birth of Samuel (1 Sam. 1-2) 

B. The Lord calls Samuel (1 Sam. 3) 

C. The Philistines and the Ark (1 Sam. 4-7) 

II. King Saul (1 Sam. 8-15) 

A. Israel demands a king (1 Sam. 8:10-22) 

B. Saul is chosen (1 Sam. 9) 

C. Yahweh rejects Saul (1 Sam. 15) 

 

The RISE and FALL of King Saul.  

 The People’s Choice (1 Sam. 9:1, 2, 21) 

 The Rising Star (1 Sam. 11:12-15) 

 The Offering of Sacrifice (1 Sam. 13:8ff) 

 The Bleating of Sheep (1 Sam. 15:9) 

 A Jealous King (1 Sam. 18:7) 

 The Witch of Endor (1 Sam. 28:1) 
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Saul was head and shoulders above everyone else (1 Sam. 9:2). When David was selected Samuel was 

told not to look at the outward appearance, but the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). This contrast is intentional. 

 

• Through his choices Saul made a poor situation worse. We cannot control our circumstances, but 

we can control our choices. All choices have consequences and some consequences will be 

unintended. We can assume Saul knew what was true, but failed to obey God in the selection of 

King David.  Saul was reluctant to be king, but eventually power corrupts and absolute power 

corrupts absolutely.   

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 

 

• If we do not see the Saul’s Story in the context of the SEED PROMISE and BLOOD PICTURE, we 

will miss the intent of this Story and read “don’t be like King Saul.” 

 

See Further THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

• Learn to know what God is doing and following Him rather than your own way and choices. 

• Choices have consequences and some consequence are unintended. 

• It is always better to obey God from the heart than to pretend to obey Him from the hand. 

• Your story fits into God’s Story. To fight against His Story is to set yourself against God overarching 

Story and will only end in your sadness. 

 

VISUALS 
 

MEMORY VERSE 

 

1 Samuel 10:1 

Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and said, “Has not the LORD anointed 

you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign over the people of the LORD and you will save them 

from the hand of their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed you to 

be prince over his heritage. 

  

RESOURCES 
 

ENDNOTES 

1 https://www.thebookwurm.com/ref-1sam.htm  

 


