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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 2 | LESSON 10 

OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY – The Promise Preserved Through Failed Leadership  

 

God is a PROMISE Protecting God 
 

God 1) PROVIDES “shadow | type” rulers who 2) fail to RESCUE His people 3) DEFEAT His enemies and 

4) KEEP them in the Land 5) so that His people would be with Him for their JOY.  6) God, however, shall 

FULFILL all of His promises in JESUS. 

 

The Kingdom Divided 

“But He Will Have One Tribe” 

 

1 Kings 11:31, 32 
 

31 He said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Behold, 

I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you ten tribes 32 (but he will have one tribe, 

for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all the 

tribes of Israel), 

 

 

 

THE HEAD – Life is a series of choices between two conflicting thoughts, ideas, or actions. 

How can you determine which one is right and which one is wrong? 

 

 

 

THE HEART – Even when everything around us is collapsing, we must continue to believe 

in God. God shall remain faithful to keep all of His promise? 

 

 

 

THE HAND – When are those occasions where doing the right thing is costly? Why should 

we choose the right even when it can be uncomfortable? 

 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

Even though the NATION of ISRAEL has violated the conditions of the VASSAL TREATY, God shall 

remain faithful to fulfill His promise of a SEED. This SEED PROMISE shall come through the Tribe of 

JUDAH. 
 

As a consequence of the Nation breaking the LAW, the Kingdom of Israel is divided. God, however, will 

bring one who will fulfill all of the LAW’S conditions. He will come through Judah, a descent of King David, 

and shall keep the LAW [the conditions of the VASSAL TREATY] perfectly. 

 

In that day, the Nation of Israel shall enjoy all of the blessings of a fulfilled, kept Law. 
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LITERARY CONTEXT 

 

 

 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

 

1. The United Kingdom Under King Solomon will divide with his passing. 

2. Ten Tribes will go to the North with King Jeroboam and two Tribes will remain in the South with 

King Rehoboam. 

3. All of the Kings in the North were wicked. Some of the Kings in the South were wicked, but all of 

the Kings in the South were of Judah’s line. 

4. Judah is the line of the SEED PROMISE. 
 

After the death of King Solomon (sometime 

around 930 B.C.) the kingdom split into a 

northern kingdom, which retained the name 

Israel and a southern kingdom called Judah, so 

named after the tribe of Judah that dominated 

the kingdom. Accounts in the Hebrew Bible 

suggest that grievances over taxes and corvee 

labor (free labor that had to be done for the 

state) played a role in the breakup.”1  
 

“The collective Ten Tribes retained the title of Israel, and became known also as Ephraim, which was the 

dominant tribe. It became the northern kingdom, with headquarters at Shechem in Samaria. 

On the whole, Judah remained more faithful to Jehovah. Almost as soon as the northern kingdom of 

Israel was established, it went into apostasy. Although great prophets such as Elijah and Amos ministered 

in the kingdom, the people worshiped false gods and adopted many practices of Baalism.”2 
 

BIBLICAL CONTEXT 

 
 

• All the Kings of the North were bad. 

• Many of the Kings in the South were good. 

• The line of the SEED PROMISE [Judah] remained in the South. 
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STRUCTURE 

 

The PATTERN seen here reoccurs throughout the ONE STORY. Ultimately, the arrival of the SEED 

PROMISE shall fulfill the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT whereby keeping all the conditions of the VASSAL 

TREATY thus enjoying all of the blessings within that treaty. 

 

I. The Breaking of the VASSAL TREATY (1 Kings 11:33, 38) 

II. The Dividing of the King (1 Kings 11:26-36) 

• As prophesied by Ahijah (1 Kings 11:31-35), the house of Israel was divided into two 

kingdoms. 

III. The Keeping of the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT (vv. 32, 34, 36) 

• God shall preserve JUDAH for the sake of the SEED PROMISE. 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

 

• Stress how Judah is the seed promise and King Jehoshaphat is of Judah’s line.  

• From this “line” will come Jesus. 

• Jesus will sit on King David’s throne forever. 

• Matt. 1:1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham: 

• Jesus is a descendent of King Jehoshaphat. 

• Jesus will succeed as the King of Israel when all of those before Him failed. 

• Ultimately, Jesus is David’s “son.” 

• God has left many people whose lives we should copy.  

• Jehoshaphat followed King David’s Example. 
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APPLICATION 

 

• God is faithful to fulfill His promises to King David to provide offspring who would sit on his 

throne forever. 

• Ultimately, Jesus is David’s “son.” 

• Jehoshaphat followed King David’s Example. 

• God is faithful to fulfill His promises to King David to provide offspring who would sit on his 

throne forever. 

 

VISUALS 

 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

 

1 Kings 11:31, 32 
31 He said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Behold, 

I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you ten tribes 32 (but he will have one tribe, 

for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all the 

tribes of Israel), 

 

RESOURCES 

 

 

ENDNOTES 

1 https://www.livescience.com/55774-ancient-israel.html  
2 https://www.thechurchnews.com/archives/1994-07-16/israel-divided-into-two-kingdoms-139384  

 


