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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 2 | LESSON 12
OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY — The Promise Preserved Through Failed Leadership

God is a PROMISE Protecting God

God 1) PROVIDES “shadow | type” rulers who 2) fail to RESCUE His people 3) DEFEAT His enemies and
4) KEEP them in the Land 5) so that His people would be with Him for their JOY. 6) God, however, shall
FULFILL all of His promises in JESUS.

The Prophet Elisha
“Tell me all the Great things that Elisha has Done”

2 Kings 8:4 Now the king was talking with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, “Tell me all the great
things that Elisha has done.”

@ THE HEAD — Learn the story of Elisha. See how He is a type of Christ.

' THE HEART — Choose to live a life of service and choose to point to Jesus.

THE HAND — Where might you and how might you point to Jesus?

EMPHASIS

“Elijah and Elisha are types of the transition of leadership from John the Baptist to Jesus Christ.”! As part
of the ONE STORY, Elisha, like all prophets, point us to the ultimate and final prophet JESUS.

It is not the intent of this lesson to speak of Elijah and Elisha, but rather Elisha and Jesus. However, we
would be amiss if we did not reference Elijah.

“The author of 1-2 Kings intentionally paints Elisha as a second Elijah, thus giving us the first glimpse
that typology is in text. Consider two ways this is observed. First, when Elisha seeks a double portion of
the Spirit, the author of Kings fulfills this perfectly. Whereas Elijah records eight miracles; Elisha records
sixteen (Leithart, 1 and 2 Kings, 174). Then second, when we compare the lives of Elijah and Elisha, we
discover intentional recapitulation, i.e., Elisha is presented as reliving the events of Elijah. For example,
Peter Leithart (1 and 2 Kings, 213) supplies the following chart,



Elijah Elisha

Ends a drought (1 Kings 18) Ends a famine (2 Kings 7)

Jezebel swears to kill (1 Kings 19:2) Jehoram swears to kill (2 Kings 6:31)

Goes to Sinai (1 Kings 19:3-8) God to Damascus (2 Kings 8:7)

To anoint Hazael and Jehu (1 Kings 19:17) Anoints Hazael and Jehu (2 Kings 8:13; 9:1-3)

By comparing these two order of events, we can see the way that 1-2 Kings intentionally compare the
two prophets. This, plus the events of 1 Kings 2, makes it impossible to understand Elijah without Elisha,
and vice versa. And to the point of typology, we find that the patterns are inherent in the text. That is,
the author of 1 and 2 Kings presents these two prophets typologically, i.e., with observable patterns.”?

“In the biblical narrative he is a disciple and protégé of Elijah, and after Elijah was taken up in a chariot
of fire, he gave Elisha a double portion of his power and he was accepted as the leader of the sons of
the prophets. Elisha then went on to perform twice as many miracles as Elijah. Elijah and John the Baptist
announce judgment; call Israel to repentance and are followed by the common people; dress alike in
their protests against materialism; confront an ambivalent king (Ahab and Herod) and a blood-thirsty
gueen; are rejected by authorities immediately after their victories; question God's calling; and designate
a greater successor.”?

We will note the parallels between ELISHA and JESUS in order to see how the one points to the other.

LITERARY CONTEXT

Because of the nature of this Lesson, there is no primary passage we are working through.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

“Elisha, also spelled Elisaios, or Eliseus, in the Old Testament, Israelite prophet, the pupil of Elijah, and
also his successor (c. 851 bc). He instigated and directed Jehu’s revolt against the house of Omri, which
was marked by a bloodbath at Jezreel in which King Ahab of Israel and his family were slaughtered. The
popular traditions about Elisha (2 Kings 2—13) sketch a charismatic, quasi-ecstatic figure, very similar to
Elijah. Like his mentor, Elisha was a passionate exponent of the ancient religious and cultural traditions
of Israel, which both felt to be threatened by the ruling dynasty of Omri, which was in alliance with
Phoenicia. (King Ahab’s wife, the Tyrian princess Jezebel, was then trying to introduce the worship of
Baal into Israel.) As a prophet, Elisha was a political activist and revolutionary. He led a “holy war” that
extinguished the house of Omri in Jerusalem as well as in Samaria (2 Kings 9-10). Though Elisha recruited
Jehu to revolt against and succeed Ahab, it was Elijah who was instructed to anoint Jehu as Israel’s king
(1 Kings 19:16). This is characteristic of the relationship between the two prophets; in popular estimation
Elisha always remains partly in the shadow of his master. The story of the beginning of his apprenticeship
(1 Kings 19:19-21) and the account in which he becomes Elijah’s heir and successor (2 Kings 2:8—18) both
feature the prophetic “mantle.” In the first, Elijah casts it upon his pupil; in the second, Elisha picks it up.
The mantle, cultic garment of the prophet, carries connotations of power and authority.”*



BIBLICAL CONTEXT

Elisha is mentioned only once in the New Testament, using the Greek version of his name, Elisaios, in
Luke 4:27.

e 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman
who was a widow. 2’ And there were many lepersin Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and
none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”

JESUS IN THE TEXT

In this lesson, we will combine the STRUCTURE and the GOSPEL since the primary idea is to show how
ELISHA is a TYPE of JESUS.

STRUCTURE

“In Matthew 11:14, Jesus recalls the promise in Malachi 4:5, and names John the Baptist as the Elijah
who was to come. If Jesus is the one who comes after John the Baptist, can we draw a parallel to the one
who came after Elijah? If John is Elijah, does that mean Jesus is Elisha? If we look closer it is actually
possible to find an uncanny resemblance between the man of God who came after Elijah in the book of
Kings, and the Son of God who came after the second Elijah, the Baptizer. Not only do their names have
similar meanings (compare Elisha—‘God is salvation’—with Jesus—‘Yahweh will save’) but the
respective accounts of their lives show clear parallels.”®
1. Their names have similar meanings.®

a. Elisha means, “God is salvation.” See 1 Kings 19:16-19.

b. Jesus means, “Yahweh will save.” See Luke 1:30-33.
2. Their ministries both start at the River Jordan.

a. Elisha takes up the mantle of Elijah at the River Jordan and starts his ministry. See 2 Kings 2:13.

b. Jesus is baptized by John at the River Jordan and starts his ministry. See Matthew 3:13-17.

c. Elisha sees the heavens open and Elijah being taken up in a whirlwind and then receives a
‘double portion’ of the Holy Spirit. See 2 Kings 2:11.

d. At Jesus’ baptism, John sees the heavens open and the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus like a dove.
See John 1:35-36.



. They both raise a woman’s adult son from the dead.

a. Elisha raises the son of the ‘Shunammite woman’ from the dead. See 2 Kings 4:32-37.

b. Jesus raises the son of the ‘widow of Nain’ from the dead. See Luke 7:11-17.

. They both feed large numbers with a small quantity of food.

a. Elisha feeds 100 men with a few barley loaves and there is food left over. See 2 Kings 4:42-44.

b. Jesus, on two occasions, feeds 5000 and then 4000 with a few loaves and fishes and there is food
left over. See Mark 8:16-21.

. They both turn a small quantity of liquid into an abundance.

a. Elisha turns a small amount of oil into enough oil to fill every vessel in the community. See 2
Kings 4:1-7.

b. Jesus turns water into huge quantities of wine. See John 2:1-11.

. They both heal lepers.

a. Elisha heals Naaman, the Syrian commander, of leprosy. See 2 Kings 5:1-16.

b. Jesus heals many lepers. See Luke 17:11-19.

. They both make things that should sink, float.

a. Elisha makes an iron axe head float. See 2 Kings 6:1-7.

b. Jesus walks on water and enables his disciple Peter to walk on water. See Matthew 14:22-33.
. They are both betrayed for love of money.

a. Elisha is betrayed by his servant Gehazi because Gehazi sees an opportunity to make money from
betrayal. See 2 Kings 5:20-27.

b. Jesus is betrayed by his disciple Judas because Judas sees an opportunity to make money from
betrayal. See Luke 22:1-6.

. They both give sight to the blind.
a. Elisha first blinds his enemies and then restores their sight. See 2 Kings 6:14-20.

b. Jesus often restores sight to the blind. See John 9:1-9.



10. Their deaths bring new life.

a. Elisha’s tomb was a place of resurrection. Raiders interrupted a burial and the body was thrown
hastily into Elisha’s tomb. On touching Elisha’s bones, the dead person came back to life (2 Kings
13:20-21).

b. Jesus’ tomb was a place of resurrection. He himself was raised to life and brought the promise of
new life to all. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8).

“All of these comparisons are unbalanced, though. Jesus’ miracles are all greater than Elisha’s: he feeds
much larger crowds (with less food); he heals more people; he raises Lazarus from the dead after four
days; he displays power over demons. And amidst all this, he proclaims and ushers in the kingdom of
God. Jesus’ extraordinary ministry proves that he is one of the prophets of the God who never changes,
but the magnitude with which his miracles exceed those of the prophets declares him to be far greater
than his predecessors. He is the final and ultimate prophet of God. In fact, he is the reality to which the
prophets had always been pointing. Jesus is not only a prophet; he is also the prophesied one. As
Hebrews 1:1-4 puts it, he is the finality of God’s prophetic message, the messenger and the message of
God combined in one perfect man.”

The story of Elisha has a lot of moving parts. Fundamentally, his story is part of the ONE STORY with
JESUS at the CENTER.

APPLICATION

e First, like Elisha, serve God and do the right. What are some ways you might you serve God in
your life? Where might this service show itself?

e Second, just like Elisha, we need to point to Jesus. Elisha is a type of JESUS. All types cannot
provide, they can only point. All of creation, including yourself, point us to JESUS. Let us not forget
this and let us remember how our stories are a part of the ONE STORY with JESUS at the CENTER.

VISUALS

MEMORY VERSE

2 Kings 8:4
Now the king was talking with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, “Tell me all the great things
that Elisha has done.”



RESOURCES

ENDNOTES

L https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/meditating-scripture?utm_campaign=redirect

2 https://davidschrock.com/2021/11/26/typology-that-is-true-to-the-text-what-elisha-and-elijah-point-out-for-modern-
interpreters-of-scripture/

3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elisha

4 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Elisha

5 https://gotherefor.com/offer.php?intid=28549&changestore=true

5 https://www.timogundelejesu.com/10-similarities-between-jesus-and-prophet-elisha/ the following ten points are
provided by the preceding resource.



