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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 2 | LESSON 14
OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY — The Promise Preserved Through Failed Leadership

God is a PROMISE Protecting God

God 1) PROVIDES “shadow | type” rulers who 2) fail to RESCUE His people 3) DEFEAT His enemies and
4) KEEP them in the Land 5) so that His people would be with Him for their JOY. 6) God, however, shall
FULFILL all of His promises in JESUS.

“The Last Dance”
“He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place”

2 Chronicles 36:11-21

15The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers, because He
had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place; 1 but they continually mocked the messengers
of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His
people, until there was no remedy.

THE HEAD — Do you know you are in rebellion against God? Do you know God loves you?
Q Do you know that if you do not accept Him, you will die and be separated from Him
forever?

' THE HEART — Today is the day to repent of your sin and believe in Jesus.

THE HAND — Have you believed in Jesus?

EMPHASIS

The Story of Israel is reflective of a Repeating Pattern running throughout the Bible.
First, people rebel against God. Second, God appeals to His people to repent and believe Him. Finally,
the wage of sin is death for those who reject God.

This repeating pattern finds ultimate fulfillment in JESUS. Jesus is God’s final answer to humanity’s sinful
rebellion.



LITERARY CONTEXT

The literary context for this moment reads as follows:

Patriarchs — EXODUS — Conquest and Settlement — Monarch [United Kingdom] — Two Kingdoms — ISRAEL
DISPERED — JUDAH DEPORTED [2 Chron. 36] — EXILE — RETURN and Restoration - 400 years of “silence” -

JESUS

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

In 2 Chronicles, we are coming to the end of Judah’s journey as a Nation. They have been unfaithful to
God’s conditions and as a consequence they are going into captivity. Fortunately, God remains faithful
to HIS SEED PROMISE.

BIBLICAL CONTEXT

Note the Literary Context.

STRUCTURE

The Evil Heart of King Zedekiah (vv. 11-14).

He did evil (v. 12a)

He did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet (v. 12b)
He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar (v. 13a)

He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart (v. 13b)
Furthermore, all the officials of the priest and the people (v. 14)
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2 Chronicles 36:11-14

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem. 12 He did evil in the sight of the LORD his God; he did not humble himself before
Jeremiah the prophet who spoke for the LORD. '3 He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar
who had made him swear allegiance by God. But he stiffened his neck and hardened his heart
against turning to the LORD God of Israel. 1 Furthermore, all the officials of the priests and the
people were very unfaithful following all the abominations of the nations; and they defiled the
house of the LORD which He had sanctified in Jerusalem.

The Compassionate Heart of YHWH (vv. 15-16).

2 Chronicles 36:15, 16
1> The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers,
because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place; ¢ but they continually



mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath
of the LORD arose against His people, until there was no remedy.

A. God is longsuffering (v. 15)

See further

1Pe 3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by
water.

2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.

2Pe 3:15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother
Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; (KJV)

B. Humanity is corrupt (v. 16a)
C. Godis just (v. 16b)

The Unrelenting Wage of “Sin” (vv. 17-21)

2 Chronicles 36:17-21

7 Therefore He brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans who slew their young men
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or virgin,
old man or infirm; He gave them all into his hand. 2 All the articles of the house of God, great
and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his
officers, he brought them all to Babylon. '° Then they burned the house of God and broke down
the wall of Jerusalem, and burned all its fortified buildings with fire and destroyed all its valuable
articles. 22 Those who had escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon; and they were
servants to him and to his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 2* to fulfill the word of the
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its sabbaths. All the days of its
desolation it kept sabbath until seventy years were complete.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

The Story of Israel and Judah is the Story of the SEED PROMISE. Although in Exile because of violating
the conditions of the VASSAL TREATY, God shall prove faithful to provide the SEED who will keep the
conditions of the TREATY and bring the blessings of God upon the people of God. All of this culminates
in JESUS.



APPLICATION

1. Do you know you are in rebellion against God?
2. Do you know God loves you?
3. Do you know that if you do not accept Him, you will die and be separated from Him forever?
4. Have you believed in Jesus?
VISUALS
MEMORY VERSE

2 Chronicles 36:15

The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers,
because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place;
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