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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 4 | LESSON 3A
The Major and Minor Prophets of Israel [and Post-Exilic History]

God is a Promise Keeping God

God 1) PROMISES a KING who 2) RESCUES His people, 3) DEFEATS His enemies, and 4) RESTORES them
to the LAND 5) so that His people shall be with Him for their JOY.

“As the Waters Cover the Sea”
Habakkuk 2:6-20

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
(Hab. 2:14)

THE HEAD — Sometimes life doesn’t appear to be “fair.” Sometimes nothing seems to go
our way. What are we to do and think? This short book tells us what we should think
when nothing appears to be going our way.

THE HEART — When life goes sideways, we must trust God that He is working. We cannot
' allow ourselves to believe He is anything less than wise and loving. God is too wise to
make a mistake and too loving to be unkind even when bad things happen.

THE HAND — How should we act toward others even when bad things are happening?
Think of some bad situations and how you might respond in a positive way?

* Aleaky bucket doesn’t do what it is supposed to.

*  What happens when nothing seems to go the way you want?
*  What happens when life is a leaking bucket?

*  Habakkuk answers this question.

EMPHASIS

Even though His people are surrounded by their enemies, God will destroy their [His] enemies and fulfill
His promise to cover the earth with a knowledge of His glory even as the waters cover the sea. The
injustice of the wicked individual shall one day be overthrown by the justice of the Righteous God.

One day God will completely fulfill His creation design and fill the earth with a knowledge of His glory
even as the waters cover the sea. The promise He made to the serpent, Adam and Eve, and then to
Abraham shall come to pass. The Book of Revelation shows the fulfillment of this truth in Revelation 19-
22.



Thus, we can be confident that God is working everything together for good for those who love God
(Gen. 50; Job; the Cross; etc.)

HISTORICAL SETTING

“Habakkuk is unusual as a prophetic book. It never addresses the people of Judah directly. Rather itis a
dialogue between the prophet and God. The prophet Habakkuk was probably a contemporary of
Zephaniah and Jeremiah, and possibly even of Ezekiel and Daniel. He probably prophesied no later than
the end of Josiah’s reign (640-609 BCE). Though the exact date of the prophecies of Habakkuk is difficult
to determine, it is likely that he prophesied a short time before the Babylonian invasions of Judah,
which began in 605 BCE. During this time the Assyrian Empire was in decline, and the Babylonians were
rising to replace them as the dominant power in the Near East.”!

ITS ABOUT TIME

Habakkuk was the last minor prophet writing to the Southern Kingdom before the Babylonian captivity
in 606 BC, just as Micah was the final prophet to the Northern Kingdom prior to the Assyrian captivity
in 721 BC.

STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK

The Book records a dialogue between the prophet Habakkuk and God. The prophecy of Habakkuk is
unigue compared to the other prophetic accounts found in scripture. It is an account of Habakkuk having
a conversation with God and his personal journey in light of this conversation. The prophet expresses his
frustration at what God is doing to His people through the Babylonians and God calls the prophet to trust
Him.

Chapter 1
Habakkuk’s Question ([“How long”] vv. 2-4)
God’s Answer ([“l am working through the Babylonians”] vv. 5-11)

Chapter 2

Habakkuk’s Perplexity ([“How can you use pagans to punish your people”] 1:12-2:1)
Habakkuk is upset because “we” are so much better than . . . but we aren’t! We are just like our
enemies!

God’s Promise ([“l will punish them and fulfill my promise”] 2:2-20)

Chapter 3

Habakkuk’s Prayer (vv. 1-16) — God is seen cleansing and reclaiming the Earth
“I have heard and feared” (v. 2)
“I hear and tremble” (v. 16)



Habakkuk’s Confession (vv. 17-19) — though / yet

This paragraph at the end of the book is one of the most powerful affirmations by His people. Despite
the collapse of everything around them, the prophet still calls out to God in trust and hope.

Notice the progression [build up] and how one thought comes out of the previous thought.
STRUCTURE | CHAPTER 2

God’s Promise ([“l will punish the enemy and fulfill my promise to cover the earth with a knowledge
of my glory”] 2:2-20)

“The taunt against the Babylonians consists of five ‘woe oracles’ that are divided into two parts (vv. 6-
14 and vv. 15-20), both of which end with summary statements declaring the glory and greatness of
God.”?

VV. 6-8 15t Woe [to him who steals and extorts]
wv. 9-11 2" Woe [to him who prospers by crushing the weak]
Summary

v. 13 what they do is consumed by fire and results in nothing
v.14 what God does will cover with earth with His glory

vwv. 12-14 34 Woe [to him who is violent]

w. 15-17 4% Woe [to him who is brutal]

vv. 18-20
Summary
vv. 18,19 5t Woe - They fabricate and serve DEAD IDOLS — Idolatry
v. 20 The LORD is in His Temple! — He’s self-existing and ALIVE!

vv. 13 and 14 are in contrasting parallelism to verses 18-20.

These woes to Babylon are God viewing the wickedness of all human empires. These five woes show
the plight of humanity and the extreme wickedness humans are capable of inflicting on each other.
These woes cover everything from unjust economics, the discriminatory acts upon human dignity, the
abuses of power/rule, and the misplaced worship of idols and self. Though Yahweh is pronouncing a
specific judgment on Babylon, this list of woes is found in any kingdom that is ruled by humans (the
nation of Judah/Israel included). This is the result of defining good and evil on our own terms and
wanting what’s best for ourselves at the expense of others.

The failure seen in the horizontal is a consequence of their rejection of God in the vertical. When we
do not love God we will not love one another. Injustice is ALWAYS a consequence of one’s failure to
love God. You cannot properly love one another until God is loved first. Remember, what they saw in
the horizontal is a symptom. It is not a cause. Every nation / people who forget God will implode on
itself (Prov. 14:34).



Despite all of the wickedness one sees unfolding around them. God is working everything toward the
fulfillment of His promise to cover the earth with a knowledge of His glory even as the waters cover the
sea. We will see more of this in Jeremiah 31 with the beginning of the NEW COVENANT.

BIBLE

The Bible assures us that what God promised in Habakkuk 2:14 shall come to pass.

e Psalm 22:27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families
of the nations shall worship before you.

e Isaiah 11:9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

e Ps. 72:19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory!
Amen and Amen!

e Zechariah 14:9 And the Lord will be king over all the earth. On that day the Lord will be one and
his name one.

e Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”

e Revelation 15:4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All
nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

We can believe God’s promises even as the circumstances of our lives seem hard and difficult.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

The Nation cannot “fix” its “problem.” It is broken. The only hope for the Nation and for the Nations is
a future King. This King will be JESUS. The Gospel of Matthew carefully shows and explains how JESUS
is the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE and the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE.

God will fulfill all of His Garden promises for His people. But this does not mean it will look like we expect
or want. God’s land promise to Abraham is so much more than what he may have anticipated. It isn’t
just a sliver of land on the Mediterranean coast. It's the entire world.

No specific statement is made concerning the fulfillment coming through the SEED PROMISE (Gen. 3:15).
Reference, however, is made to saving the anointed one (3:13). A Judean King will arise.

This woe to nations leaves the question of “Who can save us from ourselves?” Only God Himself can
intervene and save humanity from its own selfishness and pride. This is the mission Jesus came for.
When the glory of God covers the earth as the waters cover the sea, then [and only then] will all people
be blessed by His presence. The woe to nations also leaves us thinking that humanity is broken. We



need someone better than ourselves to lead us. Humanity needs a better way to live that is not tainted
by power and selfishness.

APPLICATION

Regardless of how confusing our present moments are, God is working in the present for the
fulfillment of future promises. What we see is God working.

This same idea finds expression in the Book of Revelation. What looks like tribulation and judgment is
God working to cleanse and reclaim what is rightfully His as creator and redeemer.

MEMORY VERSE

Hab. 2:14
“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LorD as the waters cover the sea.”

VISUALS

God is cleansing a dirty nation with an even dirtier broom! Get a dirty plate and then use a dirtier cloth
and dirty water to wash the dirty plate. The dirty plate is Judah / Israel, the dirtier cloth and dirty water
are the Babylonians. This doesn’t make sense, yet this is what God is doing and Habakkuk questions
God.

ENDNOTES

Lhttps://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-habakkuk/
2 ESV Study Bible on Habakkuk 2:6-20.



