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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 4 | LESSON 4A 

The Major and Minor Prophets of Israel [and Post-Exilic History]  
 

God is a Promise Keeping God 

 
God 1) PROMISES a KING who 2) RESCUES His people, 3) DEFEATS His enemies, and 4) RESTORES them 

to the LAND 5) so that His people shall be with Him for their JOY. 

 

 “For Unto Us a Child is Born” 

Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; (Isa. 9:6) 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

A future king from David’s line will establish His never-ending kingdom thereby delivering His people 

from their oppressors / enemies and bring gladness and peace. 

 

In the midst of judgment, Isaiah is using this brief paragraph to give hope to Yahweh’s covenant 

people.  The hope is rooted in a promised child that is to come from the line of David.  Isaiah’s whole 

prophetic word shows him interacting with the kings of Judah and calling them to live faithfully to 

Yahweh.  None of them measure up, so Isaiah paints this picture of a greater king who will come and 

rule justly and faithfully. What the Nation does not do; God can and Jesus will.  The Messiah king is 

described as one who brings light from darkness, joy from oppression, just rule from injustice, and peace 

from conflict.  Another important note Isaiah bring out is that this king is from the line of David and will 

fulfill the covenant that was given to David from Yahweh (2 Sam. 7:1-17)            

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 
 

The first 12 chapters of Isaiah contain a message that is mingled with judgment and hope towards the 

people of Jerusalem.  Chapter 8 describes the coming invasion of Judah at the hands of Assyria and how 

those that remain must “wait on Yahweh” as they are in their anguish.  Chapter 9 starts off (v.1-7) with 

a message of hope through a child who is born (child born of a virgin mentioned in 7:14) and then goes 

on to describe (9:8-10:19) how Yahweh will judge those who are arrogant and oppressive.  Amidst these 

descriptions of judgment, our passage (9:1-7) gives a message of hope that is found, in all things, a child.     

 

Notice this verse 

Isaiah 8 14 And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both 

houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 And many shall stumble on it. 

They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.” See further Mt 21:44; Lu 20:17, 18; Joh 

6:66; 1Co 1:23; 1 Pet. 2:6-8 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

Isaiah’s prophetic career takes place during the time period of 742BC—701BC.  He was alive during the 

reigns of king Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh and he specifically interacts with kings Ahaz 

and Hezekiah in the prophetic work.  Isaiah saw Assyria take over the northern kingdom (722 BC) and 

saw the looming threat of Assyria coming into the southern Kingdom. 

 

BIBLICAL CONTEXT 
 

Matthew 4:15, 16 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

Gentiles— the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region 

and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” 

 

Ephesians 5:8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 

light 

 

John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 

Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

 

Jeremiah 23:5, 6 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and 

he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days 

Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The 

Lord is our righteousness.’ 

 

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. 

 

Luke 1:32, 33 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” 

 

Daniel 7:14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 

languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 
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STRUCTURE 

 

This section deals with future promise. Two things are contrasted, “In the former time” and “but in the 

latter time.” 

 

I. The Contrasting Picture between what was and what will be (vv. 1, 2) 

 

 1 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the 

land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, 

by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.  2 The people who 

walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on 

them. 
 

A. In the former time (v. 1a [this is described in chap. 8]) - Gloom | Walked in darkness | 

Deep darkness 

B. But in the latter time - Glorious | Great light |Light shone 

 

II. The Characteristics of this LATTER TIME (v. 3 [who is the “you”?]) 

 

A. He will increase the Nation  

B. He will increase their gladness  

 They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice 

when they divide the spoil (See further Psalm 16:11) 

 

Why this increase? 

 

III. The Cause of this increase (vv. 4-7) 

 

Two reasons are given as to why there is this increase. 

 

A. The enemy [oppressor] will be destroyed (vv. 4, 5) 
 

 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their 

oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. 5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle 

tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. 
 

B. The King [deliverer] will be installed (vv. 6, 7) 
 

 6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His 

shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 

Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the 

throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish 

this. 
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1. The Perfect King (V.6-7) 
 

 Government On His Shoulder (V.6a) 

 Names Of The Divine (V.6b) 

 Increase And Peace (V.7a) 
 

2. The Fulfilled Promise (V.7b [Throne Of David Forever]) 

 

V6 -7 this is how it will be accomplished. “The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will do this” We have a greater 

hope, Hebrew chapter 1:1-3. We have a better promise, Hebrews 8:6. Despite what you may see, feel or 

experience the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish all He has set out to do. 

 

Who is this future king? 

 

THE EMPHASIS 

 

A future king from David’s line will establish His never-ending kingdom thereby delivering His people 

from their oppressors / enemies and bring gladness and peace. 

 

In the midst of judgment, Isaiah is using this brief paragraph to give hope to Yahweh’s covenant 

people.  The hope is rooted in a promised child that is to come from the line of David.  Isaiah’s whole 

prophetic word shows him interacting with the kings of Judah and calling them to live faithfully to 

Yahweh.  None of them measure up, so Isaiah paints this picture of a greater king who will come and 

rule justly and faithfully. What the Nation does not do; God can and Jesus will.  The Messiah king is 

described as one who brings light from darkness, joy from oppression, just rule from injustice, and peace 

from conflict.  Another important note Isaiah bring out is that this king is from the line of David and will 

fulfill the covenant that was given to David from Yahweh (2 Sam. 7:1-17)            

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

The bulk of this paragraph is keyed into how Jesus is the SEED PROMISE.  The manner in which the 

child/king is described keys into what the gospel authors highlight about Jesus.  Everything from 

light/darkness imagery, king/royal language, and tracing the line of Jesus back to king David can all be 

found in the gospels. 

 

The fulfillment of land promises made to Abraham comes in the early part of this section.  Verses 1-5 

focus on those that are oppressed from the coming Assyrian invasion being restored to light, joy, and 

peace.  Jesus alone is able to bring about a kingdom marked by gladness, peace, justice, and 

righteousness. His kingdom will cover the entire earth and this will fulfill the vision of Isaiah 11:9. 

 

In the land section of verse one, the phrase “Galilee of the nations.”  It is interesting that Isaiah includes 

this classification in the beginning section of this hope.  He is referring to the northern tribes who were 
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the first to fall into foreign oppression and describes them as being “of the nations.”  The hope of the 

king is not reserved for only the people of Judah, but also those that are “of the nations.”    

 

When Jesus comes there will be global gladness and peace to all people. 

 

VISUAL 
 

Isaiah is a help wanted sign for a king, and the gospels point to how Jesus fulfills all the requirements of 

this job posting.  

 

MEMORY VERSE 
 

6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

Hope for Jesus.  This child/king has come and will return in the future.  Just like those in Isaiah’s time, 

we are awaiting in eager expectation for a king that will rule and reign with justice and mercy.  That king 

is reigning now and will return to rewrite all wrongs and make all things new. In Jesus, God is fulfilling 

His promise to His people to bring gladness and peace to the nations. 

 

RESOURCES 
 

Bible Project Poster—https://thebibleproject.com/view-resource/231/  

Bible Project video—https://youtu.be/d0A6Uchb1F8  

Tim Mackie Study Notes—

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/sesbb4wzr468ukx/AAB1w738pspBesgjAw9ytNaSa?dl=0&preview=02a+Isaiah+-

+Class+Handout-WordDoc.docx  

Isaiah and the Messianic King|Tim Mackie—https://thebibleproject.com/blog/isaiah-messianic-king/  

https://www.pcpc.org/resources/midweek-audio/detail/7930/the-gospel-according-to-isaiah/    

 


