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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 4 | LESSON 4B
The Major and Minor Prophets of Israel [and Post-Exilic History]

God is a Promise Keeping God

God 1) PROMISES a KING who 2) RESCUES His people, 3) DEFEATS His enemies, and 4) RESTORES them
to the LAND 5) so that His people shall be with Him for their JOY.

“The Return of the Branch”
Isaiah 11:1-16

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. (Isaiah 11:1)

THE HEAD —Part of our challenge is living by faith and not by sight. What we see does not
always align with what is true. Isaiah promises the people something they cannot see,
but must believe.

THE HEART — What does it take to believe the promises of God shall all come to pass?
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THE HAND — How can you live out the promises of God to those around you? What might
that look like?

* In the beginning, God acted and through this act, He created a Garden where He would meet
with His people for their joy.

EMPHASIS

Isaiah reminds the people of what God promised and what God will, therefore, do. The Prophet Isaiah
calls the people to remember where they were, where they are, and where they will be. He reminds
them of God’s Promise.

In that day, God will destroy His enemies, install His king, restore His people, and reconstitute His land.

HISTORICAL SETTING

Isaiah’s prophetic career takes place during the time period of 742BC—701BC. He was alive during the
reigns of king Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh and he specifically interacts with kings
Ahaz and Hezekiah in the prophetic work. Isaiah saw Assyria take over the northern kingdom (722 B.C)
and saw the looming threat of Assyria coming into the southern Kingdom.




STRUCTURE | THE BOOK

JUDGMENT (139

e A Message Of Judgment: Chapters 1-39

The primary imagery is that of "A Throne" (6:6). e ki ‘ﬁ%ﬂ ﬁa?'i%:f C::Egg}i:{;
Emphasis is placed heavily on the idea of God's fsrel Deliverance Nations

Government. The first section is made up of seven Vol.#12427 | Vol5]2833  Vol6|3435 | Vol.7]36.39
volumes and should be seen as a seven volume set. el A ok T ] | Wt A

e A Message Of Hope: Chapters 40-66
The primary imagery is that of "A Lamb" (53:7). H O P E [40 66]
Emphasis is placed heavily on the idea of God's Grace. The Greatness Of God [40-48]
The second section is made up of three volumes made The Key Text Is 44:8
up of nine equal chapters. The middle chapters appear éﬁ;\ The Work Of God [49-57]
to form the climax of each section. H Y Ihefeyledlsaad

@ The Kingdom Of God [58-66]
;i The Key Text Is 62:11, 12 ct 65:17)

STRUCTURE | ISAIAH 11

10:33, 34 God will cut down all the tall [proud] trees

A Righteousness Ruler (vv. 1-5 [The Majestic One, 10:34])

A. The Branch’s Lineage (. 1)
Throughout the Bible, reference is made to this root, this branch. Notice how Jesus becomes the
ultimate fulfillment of this promise.

° Revelation 5:5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its
seven seals.”

° Acts 13:22, 23 And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom
he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will
do all my will.” Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he
promised.

° Romans 15:12 And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to
rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”

. Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:18, 19 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;



° Isaiah 65:25 The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,”
says the Lord.

° Isaiah 11:9 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea.

. Romans 15:9-12 “and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written, “Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” And again
it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even
he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”

B. The Branch’s Anointing (vv. 2-5)

1. Will have Yahweh’s Spirit (v.2)
2. Will delight in Yahweh (v.3)
3. Will bring Yahweh'’s justice (v.4-5; cf. John 7:24, 1 Kings 3:9)

II. A Renewed Creation (vv. 6-9 [The Restored Garden])
A. Harmony, delight, life (vv. 6-8)
B. Worldwide display of God’s glory (v. 9)
lll. A Ruler of Nations (vv. 10-16)
A. Nations will inquire of this Ruler (v. 10)
B. Remnant will return (v. 11-12)
C. Enemies will be defeated (vv. 13-15)

D. All obstacles removed for remnant (v. 16)

“The "dog eat dog" world of "nature red in tooth and claw" will no longer prevail, even though for now
that, too, is part of God's created order (Psalm 104:21). The vision of a world in which wolves and lambs,
calves and lions all lie down together clearly moves beyond the possibilities of the present age. The
description seems to partake of elements common to fables and fairy tales, but something else is at
stake here. By bringing together in peace the child and the snake, the text reminds us of the enmity
brought through human sin in Eden (Genesis 3:14-15). God will overcome the curse of sin and establish
a world in which all creatures thrive.” https://www.enterthebible.org/resourcelink.aspx?rid=443

“This vision of a reordered creation is remarkable: Predators dwell in harmony with their prey,
carnivorous instincts are transformed, and the most vulnerable humans in society (children) are free to
play with venomous snakes. Interspecies violence effectively comes to an end and harmony ensues.”!
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JESUS IN THE TEXT

The descriptions of the king point to Israel being restored and dwelling in the land. The emphasis is also
on a kingdom where evil empires are wiped off the face of the earth and peace and justice are prevalent.
Garden imagery is present and brought out in verses 6-9.

One day, the earth will be cleansed of sin and reconstituted as a Garden where God will meet with His
people for their joy.

Jesus is the majestic one (10:34), the shoot (v. 1), the branch (v. 2), and the signal (vv. 10, 12). He is the
judge who will judge righteously, restore peace to the land, and restore His people for their joy. The
paragraph is describing the promised king/seed. It describes this king’s lineage, character, and rule which
is all fulfilled in who Jesus is and what he did and will do in the future.

The descriptions of the king also point to Israel being restored and the nations taking notice (11:10,12).
The tagline of “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (11:9) is
also mentioned, which is the vision of God. In that day, worshippers from every tongue, tribe, nation,
and people will gather in peace for the adoration and praise of God.

No more fighting among the people of God.

APPLICATION

Hope for Jesus. This branch/king has come and will return in the future. Just like those in Isaiah’s time,
we are awaiting in eager expectation for a king that will rule and reign with justice and mercy. That
king is reigning now and will return to rewrite all wrongs and make all things new.

MEMORY VERSE

Isaiah 11:1
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

VISUALS

e The imagery of the severed stump growing a branch is like a phoenix rising from the ashes.
Israel was cut off in order for something new and better to come.

e Taking two very incapable things and show them together and at peace.

e Chopping a tree and watching the chips fly; God always has a remnant.

e John the Baptist — the root chopped

e A Zoo without walls — Best Zoo Ever!



RESOURCES

To the nations: http://www.aboutbibleprophecy.com/isaiah 11 1.htm

Video reading of Isa. 11:1-9 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GjL44eSNXw
General commentary: http://www.abideinchrist.com/messages/isallvl.html
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-isaiah/
https://www.enterthebible.org/resourcelink.aspx?rid=443
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary id=3117

ENDNOTES

L https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3117



