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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 4 | LESSON 6A 

The Major and Minor Prophets of Israel [and Post-Exilic History] 
 

God is a Promise Keeping God 

 
God 1) PROMISES a KING who 2) RESCUES His people, 3) DEFEATS His enemies, and 4) RESTORES them 

to the LAND 5) so that His people shall be with Him for their JOY. 

 

 “I Myself Will Be the Shepherd of My Sheep” 

Ezekiel 34:1-31 
 

15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord 

GOD. 

 

EMPHASIS 
 

Even though the Nation is going into Captivity and falling into the hands of their enemies, God will fulfill 

all of His promises to His people to do exactly what He says shall be done. A day is coming when Psalm 

23 shall be fully enacted and His people shall never ever know the curse of sin and death again. 

 

HISTORICAL SETTING 
 

Ezekiel’s ministry extended to at least 23 years and was part of the exile to Babylon (597 B.C) that took 

many of the prominent leaders of Judah.  Ezekiel saw the eventual fall of Jerusalem (586 B.C) and 

delivered a message of hope that Yahweh would restore and renew His people. 

 

 

THE HEAD – Jesus is our ultimate Shepherd. What does it mean for Jesus to be your 

shepherd? 

 

 
THE HEART – Is a Shepherd easy to love and to obey? 

 

 

THE HAND – How might you, as a sheep, serve your shepherd? 
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COVENANTS 
 

• For Ezekiel and the Nation of Israel, the “covenants” operate on two levels. 

• On the first level, they are to obey the LAW. This allows them to experience physical blessing 

from the Lord. 

• On the second level, they are to believe the promise in the ROYAL GIFT. This will result in their 

spiritual blessing in Jesus. 

• Ezekiel called the Nation to Remember and Repent.  



 

3 

• Even though their hearts did not change, God would remain faithful to His Royal Gift Covenant. 

• He would bring one who would keep the LAW in their behalf and thus enable them to receive the 

blessing. 

 

STRUCTURE | THE BOOK 
 

The latter half of Ezekiel has a parallel pronouncement of judgment (ch12-33) and hope (ch.34-48).  

The structure is broken down as follows: 

 1-11 Accusations Against Israel 

 12-24  Judgment on Israel 

 25-32  Judgment on the Nations 

o 33 Jerusalem Has Fallen 

 34-37  Hope for Israel 

 38-39  Hope for the Nations 

 40-48  Hope for all Creation 

 

STRUCTURE | Ezekiel 34:1-31 
 

I. 1-10 The PROBLEM - Prophecy Against the unfaithful Shepherds [hirelings] of Israel 

 

Q – What were they supposed to be doing? 

Q – What happened to the sheep? 

 

The main issue for Yahweh’s covenant people is the leadership.  Yahweh describes these leaders as 

“shepherds” and tells them that they are not fulfilling their responsibilities as they ought to.  Rather than 

caring for the flock, the shepherds only care for themselves and use the sheep for their own personal 

gain.  As a result the flock is scattered without a shepherd, and Yahweh will come and judge the 

shepherds for their injustice. 

 

The Bad & Ugly (34:1-10)  

a. The Lord Censures the Corrupt Shepherds (34:1-4)  

b. The Consequences of these Corrupt Shepherds (34:5-6)  

c. God’s Discipline of these Corrupt Shepherds (34:7-10)  

 

i. v. 7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 

ii. v. 9 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 

 

II. 11-24 The SOLUTION - The Lord GOD Will become the faithful shepherd and Seek Out His sheep 

(vv. 15, 23) 

 

Q – What is God going to become for His people? 

Q - What is God going to do? 

Q – What are the consequences of His actions? 
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Yahweh’s solution is to come and be the shepherd for His people.  As shepherd, Yahweh will rescue the 

scattered flock and unite them under one shepherd.  As shepherd, Yahweh will bring the flock to a new 

land, bring peace, and administer justice.  Yahweh also speaks of uniting His covenant people under one 

shepherd, “my servant David” (v.23). 

 

[*Notice the “I WILL” language throughout this section] 

The Good Shepherd: A Prototype (34:11-31). 

 

This GOOD SHEPHERD will be of DAVID’S LINE (v. 24). 

A Good Shepherd Resolves to Seek and Deliver His Sheep (34:11-16)  

A Good Shepherd’s 3-Fold Resolve to Judge (34:17-31)  

(#1 of 3) He resolves to judge impartiality (34:17-24)  

(#2 of 3) He resolves to deliver peace and safety (34:25)  

(#3 of 3) He resolves to supply material blessing & deliverance (34:26-31) 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

Notice how the Shepherd – Sheep language permeates the NT. 
 

 Matt. 18:12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 

astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that 

went astray? 

 

 Matt. 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

 

 John 10:11-12 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He 

who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 

and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

 

 John 10:16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

 

 Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

 Matt. 25:32, 33 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on 

his right, but the goats on the left. 

 

 Psalm 100:3 Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 

people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
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“The condemnation of Israel’s “princes” (e.g., ch. 19) finds its hopeful counterpart in the promise of a 

future ‘prince’ who would rule with justice (34:23–24) and connect the people to God (46:1–18).”1  

 

In fulfillment of the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT, Jesus is the Good and Great Shepherd of God. 

 

APPLICATION 
 

Read this paragraph [vv. 25-31]. What types of emotions and feelings does this paragraph produce when 

all this comes to pass? What guarantee does the reader have that this shall come to pass? 

 

What God will do for His people in restoring them to the land is unprecedented. The curse of sin and 

death are lifted and His people shall live without fear and in complete security. There shall be no want 

in that day. 

 

Jesus is the good shepherd who will lay His life down for His sheep. He will secure for them all that He 

has promised. In His presence will be their fullest joy and at His right hand will be their eternal pleasure 

(Psa. 16:11). He is the one who came to seek and to save those who are lost (Luke 19:10). He sees the 

nation as without shepherds and scattered (Matt. 9). He provides shepherds, but He alone is the GOOD 

SHEPHERD (Psa. 23). He is the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE who will shepherd His people for their 

joy. 
 

When God “cuts the covenant of peace” the world will be a Garden and the knowledge of His glory shall 

cover the earth even as the waters cover the sea. 

 

1. God’s promise for rescue came, Jesus, Emmanuel God with us. Mat 1:23  

2. Jesus saw the effect of the bad shepherds Mat 9:36 

3. God did as he said he would do by being the faithful shepherd. John 10:7-18 

4. Believe the “Story,” God did what He promised through Jesus, and will continue to do what He 

promised through Jesus.   

 

How do we live in light of Jesus being the Good Shepherd?  This theme has so many implications for 

Jesus in his ministry.  Through Jesus the scattered are brought into one flock and rescued.  The sheep 

hear the shepherd’s voice and he leads them.  Jesus also has the interaction with Peter at the end of 

the gospel of John where he commissions Peter to be a shepherd and care for the flock. 

 

MEMORY VERSE  

Ezekiel 34:15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 

declares the Lord GOD. 
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VISUALS 
 

The dog sitting illustration 

Life ring to drowning individual 

Lifeguard not on duty; Jesus is always on duty 

 

RESOURCES (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

Bible Project Poster— https://d1bsmz3sdihplr.cloudfront.net/media/Posters%20Download/26-27-Ezekiel-FNL.jpg  

Bible Project video— https://youtu.be/SDeCWW_Bnyw  

Tim Mackie Study Notes— 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ubgp9ib7v5a53y4/AAD9hPkfBDM9fzY8lKJrbkLsa?preview=Mackie+-

+Ezekiel+Notes+Outline+%26+Commentary.docx   

 

ENDNOTES 

1 https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-ezekiel/ 

 


