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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 4 | LESSON 7A
The Major and Minor Prophets of Israel [and Post-Exilic History]

God is a Promise Keeping God

God 1) PROMISES a KING who 2) RESCUES His people, 3) DEFEATS His enemies, and 4) RESTORES them
to the LAND 5) so that His people shall be with Him for their JOY.

“Our God Is Able To Deliver Us”
Daniel 1:8-16; 3:13-23; 6:10-24

“Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us”

THE HEAD - Living for Jesus is sometimes harder than just believing in Jesus.

' THE HEART — How do we combine our faith in Jesus and love for Jesus in the horizontal?

THE HAND — What are the kinds of things that might show itself in our obedience to God?

EMPHASIS

Even though the 10 Northern Tribes have been dispersed by the Assyrians and even though the 2
Southern Tribes have been deported by the Babylonians, GOD IS STILL IN CONTROL.

Thus, no matter how bad things might appear to be, God is still working His Story for His purposes. His
people regardless of their circumstances are to remain faithful to God.

The Book of Daniel tells his story and that of his peers in their continued faithfulness to TORAH as well
as through prophetic visions offer hope to the nation of God’s faithfulness to His Story.

They lived in a hostile context where God was not honored, but they chose to live in obedience to God
by obeying His Word and believing in His promise regardless of the consequences to their physical
circumstances.

They are surrounded by “beasts,” yet despite the threat God’s people look to Him for their protection
in life and in death. JESUS will come as the ultimate Dragon Slayer!




Daniel 7:14 shall come to pass.

14 And to him was given dominion
and glory and a kingdom,

that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him;

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed [Daniel 7]

COVENANTS

* For Daniel and the Nation of Israel, the “covenants” operate on two levels.

* On the first level, they are to obey the LAW. This allows them to experience physical blessing
from the Lord.

* On the second level, they are to believe the promise in the ROYAL GIFT. This will result in their
spiritual blessing in Jesus.

* Daniel lived during the period of God’s judgment on the Nation of Israel.

* Even though their hearts did not change, God would remain faithful to His Royal Gift Covenant.

* He would bring one who would keep the LAW in their behalf and thus enable them to receive the
blessing.

HISTORICAL SETTING

Daniel is part of the deported majority from Jerusalem to Babylon (l.e. 606, 597, 586BCE). The Book of
Daniel tells his story and that of his peers in their continued faithfulness to TORAH as well as through
prophetic visions offer hope to the nation of God’s faithfulness to His Story.

"From the testimony of his contemporaries he was known for his righteousness (Ezek. 14:14, 20) and his
wisdom (Ezek. 28:3)."! He was a man “highly esteemed” by his peers (Daniel 9:23; 10:11, 19).

Ezekiel 14: 14 even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own
righteousness they could only deliver themselves," declares the Lord GOD. 20 even though Noah,
Daniel and Job were in its midst, as | live," declares the Lord GOD, "they could not deliver either
their son or their daughter. They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness."

Ezekiel 28: 3 Behold, you are wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that is a match for you.

STRUCTURE | THE BOOK

“The book has two distinct parts:
e aseries of six narratives (chapters one to six) and



e Four symbolic [apocalyptic] visions (chapters seven to twelve).
Daniel pictures the enemies of God as BEASTS (Dan. 4:23, 25, 32; 5:21; 6:16, 7; 7:3ff). Jesus is the one
who shall slay all the BEASTS.

Daniel also speaks a lot of KINGDOMS. Notice the included slide and the use of KINGDOM in Daniel.

The Bible Project does a nice job of visualizing what is happening within the Book at large. Should be
watched to get a handle on the bigger picture.

STRUCTURE | DANIEL 1, 3,6

The stories in Daniel speak of those who had been deported and existed in a foreign land and their
continued faithfulness to TORAH. They obeyed God by obeying God’s Word. They did not allow the
world to shape their thinking or their choices. They were willing to suffer as a consequence of their
LAW obedience. Their faithfulness operates outside of God’s faithfulness. God shows Himself faithful
regardless. God in every situation could have allowed them to be physically destroyed. But He chose
not to. There have been many JEWS who obeyed TORAH, believed the PROMISE and died. Here are
three stories of those who chose to OBEY TORAH, believe the PROMISE and lived.

See Leviticus 11:45-47 for background on Daniel’s objection to eating the King’s food.

Heb. 11:33, 34 includes Daniel in list of faithful men:
“who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched the power of fire,”

There are three stories celebrating God’s faithfulness to protect His people even while surrounded by
BEASTS. Each story speaks of specific people in specific circumstances and each celebrates specific
principles.

In the totality of Daniel, the world in which Christians live is not a friend to grace. This world is
dominated by the prince of the power of the air (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Eph. 2:2). John tells us that
“the whole world lies in the power of the wicked one” (1 John 5:19). The people of God are
surrounded by BEASTS. These BEASTS are the offspring of the SERPENT’S SEED. They seek to
overthrow the program of God and stop the promises of God from fulfillment. You and | live in a hostile
context. We are, in many ways, just like the Hebrews in captivity. Jesus, at the cross, conquered sin and
death, but those elements still exist. They push against us with persistency. What is to be our
response? The Book of Daniel gives us three examples of those who put themselves at risk to love God
even when told to do otherwise.

I.  They would not eat from the King’s Table (1:8-21 [{vv. 8-16} purity — their religious diet]).
* Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a great statue (2:1-49)
* Nebuchadnezzar builds a great statue (3:1-30)
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II.  They would not bow before the King’s Idol (3:1-30 [{vv. 13-23} praise — their religious
devotion]).

* Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a toppled tree (4:1-37)
* Belshazzar's feast (5:1-31)

[ll.  He [They] would not conform to the King’s Decree (6:1-25 [{vv. 10-24} prayer — their religious
disciplines]).

Like our Hebrew counterparts, God calls His people to obey Him. This obedience shows itself by a non-
conformity to the world’s table, the world’s idols, and the world’s decrees. Every one of the above
stories are LAW based obedience. The issue isn’t the LAW, but loving the LORD your God. The LAW
shows what that love looks like in the HORIZONTAL. All of the stories are God-centered stories.

They knew that God will one day destroy the BEAST and the power he/they have will be given to the
Son of Man (Dan. 7:14, 27). JESUS is the ultimate Dragon Slayer. Because this is TRUE, we need not
fear the moments.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

The Nation of Israel is removed from the Promised Land and exists in a land of captivity.

Although existing in a foreign land, God is still working and moving His Story forward. Jesus will come
forward as the ultimate DRAGON SLAYER. Like those who preceded Him in shadow, He will come
forward and overthrow the tyranny of sin and death (Rom. 5:12-21).

God’s design of covering the earth with a knowledge of His glory as the waters cover the sea is not on
hold. God, even while the nation exists in captivity, continues to move His Story forward.

Like the story in Daniel, Jesus in His temptation will win over sin and death.

APPLICATION
1. Just like the Hebrew children in captivity, you also have to make a choice.
2. Will you believe God and serve Him or will you reject God and serve yourself?
3. Godisin control even when pagan powers rule.
4. Our faithfulness to God affects the horizontal. It does not affect the vertical.
5. It is better to obey God rather than man regardless of the consequences to us personally (Acts

4:19; 5:29).
6. All who choose to live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3:12).
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7. We need not fear those who can destroy the body but cannot destroy the soul (Matt. 10:28).
8. The faithfulness of God does not guarantee our immediate deliverance, but we will never suffer
His absence in our sufferings (Ps. 34:19; 1 Cor. 10:13; Matt. 28:20).

MEMORY VERSE

Daniel 3:16-18

6 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no
need to answer you in this matter. ¥’ If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 8 But if not, be it known to
you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”

VISUALS

A sword showing the slaying of BEASTS.

RESOURCES (Articles or links that you found helpful)

The Bible Project - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9¢SC9uobtPM

ENDNOTES

1 Bible Knowledge Commentary, Old Testament, 1323.



