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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 4 | LESSON 9A 

The Major and Minor Prophets of Israel [and Post-Exilic History]  

 

God is a Promise Keeping God 

 
God 1) PROMISES a KING who 2) RESCUES His people, 3) DEFEATS His enemies, and 4) RESTORES them 

to the LAND 5) so that His people shall be with Him for their JOY. 

 

 “The Latter Glory of This House Shall Be Greater Than the Former” 

Haggai 
 

EMPHASIS 
 

God calls His people to remember Edenic joy by rebuilding the physical Temple. The image or shadow 

was to remind them of God’s great Story. God’s covenant promise will be completed, with or without 

the people’s obedience.  God will provide for the building of the Temple; God will fill the Temple with 

his glory; God will give peace; God will restore the Davidic line, through whom the Messiah will come.  

God is faithful to His covenant promise. 

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 
 

Looking at the entire book 
 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

The specific mention of the “second year of Darius” (1:1) places the book in the year 520 BCE. 

Haggai ministered among the Jews who had returned to Judea after some 70 years of exile in Babylon. 

The Persian ruler Cyrus the Great captured Babylon in 539 BCE. In 538 he permitted the Jews to return 

to Jerusalem so that they might rebuild the temple (Ezra 1–2). The work of rebuilding stalled, however, 

when opposition arose (Ezra 3:1–4:5). Haggai prophesied in an effort to motivate the people to renew 

their work of temple restoration. (ESV Study Bible). The messages are given between August 29 and 

December 24, 515 B.C. 
 

539  Cyrus conquers Babylon. Jewish captives and Jerusalem are now part of Persian Empire. 
 

538 Cyrus gives permission for Jews to return to their land. 
 

537 Work on temple commences. 
 

520 Messages from Haggai as rebuild had been abandoned. 

 

515     Temple rebuilt 
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BIBLICAL CONTEXT 
 

Hag. 2:6, 21 

Heb. 12:26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will 

shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 

 

2 Cor. 3:9, 10 (Haggai 2:9) 

For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it 

in glory. Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory 

that surpasses it. 

 

STRUCTURE 
  

I. Misplaced Priorities (1:1-15) 
 

A. Failure to rebuild the Temple lead God to withhold prosperity (vv. 1-11).   

[6th month; day 1] 
 

Forgot. Message to the people. You focused on your economic circumstances and forgot that God is in 

control. “You looked for much, and behold, it came to little.” Trust God and rebuild the temple. 
 

B. The Lord prompted (v.14) the people to begin rebuilding (vv. 12-15)  

[6th month; day 24] Note: Blessing did not yet follow their obedience 
 

First response (1:12) Fear God. Leadership and people realized God is in control and He will provide for them 

while they rebuild the temple. 

 

#3 (1:13-14a) First principle. Message to leadership and people. The first and most important principle is that “I 

am with you.” 

 

Second response (1:14b, 15) Finally.  After many years of inactivity, the people get back to work. 

 

II. Addressing Shattered Expectations: The Glory of the Future Temple (2:1-9 [v. 9])  [7th month; 

day 21] 
 

Fulfill. Message to leadership and people. Don’t look back at past glory. God is still with his people and 

as He promised when He brought them out of Egypt His Spirit is with them; He oversees the nations, 

and He will bring peace. 
 

God extends encouragement to those that knew what Solomon’s temple looked like.  They must have 

been overwhelmed when looking at the heap of ruins.  God promises to remain in their midst (v. 5), bring 

in the necessary gold/silver (v. 8), and bring peace (v. 9). 
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III. Call to Covenant Faithfulness: The Glory of Future Blessing (2:10-19 [v. 19])  [9th month; day 24] 

 

Forward. Message to the priests. Priests are to remind the people that they and the works of their 

hands are unclean. Regardless as you move forward to rebuild temple, “I will bless you.” 

 

The unclean cannot make anything clean.  God gives them a reminder of their unrighteousness and 

inability to bring about their own prosperity.  Despite their obedience to start rebuilding the Temple, 

their prosperity had not yet returned.  They are dependent on God, yet called to be part of God’s 

covenant plan.  God then promises to bless them from this day forward (v.19b) 

 

IV. Future Hope of God’s Kingdom: The Glory of a Future King (2:20-23 [v. 23])  [9th month; day 24] 

 

Message to Zerubbabel. In the future God will shake creation, overthrow kingdoms and make the heir 

of David the “signet ring of God.” The signet ring was a king’s symbol of power and absolute authority. 

The holder spoke for the king. 

 

God promises to overthrow the kingdoms of the world and restore the Davidic line through Zerubbabel.  

The Davidic line was cast off before the exile (see Jer. 22:24-25).  It is now restored through Zerubbabel.  

This message was to encourage the Jews as to God’s faithfulness.   

 

EMPHASIS 

 

God calls His people to remember Edenic joy by rebuilding the physical Temple. The image or shadow 

was to remind them of God’s great Story. God’s covenant promise will be completed, with or without 

the people’s obedience.  God will provide for the building of the Temple; God will fill the Temple with 

his glory; God will give peace; God will restore the Davidic line, through whom the Messiah will come.  

God is faithful to His covenant promise. 
 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

Poor crops/prosperity in chapter 1; Crops/prosperity returned in 2:19. Coming back to the Promised 

Land and the rebuilding of the Temple reminds the people of God of the Garden of Eden and the 

promises God made of a SEED PROMISE and a BLOOD PICTURE. 
 

Jesus as the Seed Promise: 

 Jesus’ arrival returned glory to the temple. 

 Jesus makes the unclean clean. 

 Jesus is a descendant of Zerubbabel. 

 Jesus will overthrow the kingdoms of the world. 
 

“LORD of Hosts” = God as Lord over earthly or heavenly armies.  For the believer, this is a “blessing.”   
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VISUALS 

 

Hand out plastic rings (2:23) 

After a TORNADO – Where do we begin? 

Looking at a DIME close up and then far away. 

Partially built house with carpenters sleeping around it. 

 

MEMORY VERSE  

 
Haggai 2:9 
9 “The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts.” 

 

APPLICATION 

 

Avoid a defeatist attitude when discouraged.  God will ultimately triumph. 

Haggai calls to rebuild and await the coming glory of Yahweh.  Though the individuals in Haggai’s time 

didn’t fully realize the glory of Yahweh as described, the full glory is revealed in Jesus.  See Jesus as the 

ultimate unveiling of Yahweh’s glory. 

Conclusion:  After reading Haggai, there should be a few questions lingering in the reader’s mind.  Will 

Haggai’s generation experience the fulfillment of these promises?  Is this rebuilt temple and city of 

Jerusalem the one that the prophets have been pointing to?  Is Zerubbabel the Messiah?  When we read 

Ezra-Nehemiah we see the answers to these questions.  The future of Israel seems bright, but they all 

fail like their ancestors before them.  The new temple does not appear to have the visible glory of YHWH, 

Jerusalem’s neighbors seek her demise, and Zerubbabel is left out of the focus of the narrative.  These 

promises remain unfulfilled and Yahweh’s people are left wanting.    

RESOURCES 

 
Bible Project video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juPvv_xcX-U 

Bible Project Poster—https://thebibleproject.com/view-resource/245/  

Mackie|Book of the 12 Study Notes— 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4duw4ytuu38oks4/AADcKh3XGh2hozoKWAYO3uMna/01%20Prophets%20Handouts/07%20

Book%20of%20the%2012/08%20Book%20of%20the%2012%20Prophets%20-%20WORD.docx?dl=0  

 

Further Study:   

 “Lord of Hosts” 

 “Consider your ways” 


