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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 4 | LESSON 11A 

The Major and Minor Prophets of Israel [and Post-Exilic History] 

 

God is a Promise Keeping God 

 
God 1) PROMISES a KING who 2) RESCUES His people, 3) DEFEATS His enemies, and 4) RESTORES them 

to the LAND 5) so that His people shall be with Him for their JOY. 

 

 “On That Night the King Could Not Sleep” 

Esther 6:1-11 
 

6 1On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, 

the chronicles, and they were read before the king. 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

THE EMPHASIS: Even when we collectively refuse to obey God, even when it appears God is not 

honored, even when Biblical principles appear to be ignored, God is still working toward the fulfilling of 

His promises to Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:15, 21) through the Nation of Israel (Gen. 12:1ff) for the World. 

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 
 

Our passage comes at the pivot point of the narrative of Esther.  This chapter is a shift in the narrative 

where the plans of Haman begin the unravel and Esther’s plans for deliverance begin to formulate.   

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

The Jews have been in captivity and some did not return to the land under Ezra and Nehemiah. The Story 

of Esther speaks of those who remained behind. Despite their disobedience, God remained faithful to 

His people and to His promises. 

 

"The book takes place in the Persian period (539-331 BC) after many Israelites had returned from the 

Exile to the land of Palestine to rebuild the temple and set up the sacrificial system.  Most Israelite 

captives, however, chose not to return to their homeland.  Esther and Mordecai had not returned to the 

land and did not seem interested in complying with the prophetic command to return (Isa. 48:20; Jer. 

50:8; 51:6).  The events of this book occurred between those recorded in Ezra 6 and Ezra 7.  The events 

in the Book of Esther extend over a decade -- from 483 BC (Xerxes' 3rd year, Ester 1:3) to 473 (the end 

of Xerxes' 12th year, 3:7)."1   
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STRUCTURE 

 

[Think of PLOT Line as well] 

 

I. The Providence of God (vv. 1-3) 

 

These three elements simply show the happenstance of God’s workings. 

 

A. A sleepless King (v. 1a) 

B. An unread Book (v. 1b) 

C. An overlooked Deed (vv. 2, 3) 

D. An arrogant enemy (v. 4) 

 

II. The Punishment of the Wicked (vv. 4-14) 

 

These four parts simply follow the overall tone of the story. They note the descending of Haman the 

Agagite. [Think DISNEY] 

 

A. Haman’s delusion (vv. 4-9 [6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to the 

man whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor 

more than me?”]) 

 

B. Haman’s drop (vv. 10-11 [10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you 

have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing that you have 

mentioned.”]) 

 

C. Haman’s disgrace (vv. 12-13 [Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered.]) 

 

D. Haman’s destruction (v. 14 [14 While they were yet talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and 

hurried to bring Haman to the feast that Esther had prepared.]) 

 

The story is fuller than this one chapter, but this chapter captures the surprise working of God in behalf 

of His promises. 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

Even when we collectively refuse to obey God, even when it appears God is not honored, even when 

Biblical principles appear to be ignored, God is still working toward the fulfilling of His promises to 

Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:15, 21) through the Nation of Israel (Gen. 12:1ff) for the World. 

 

All of the happenstance events in life are fully orchestrated by God, whether you are willing to admit 

He exists or not. He is always working for the good of His people in both the great events and the small 

and mundane. 
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God allows honors His word even if His people do not. 

 

God will protect and exalt His people to show the Kings and kingdoms around them that although 

they may make plans to destroy Gods people God will raise them up. 

The Jews are being harassed by their neighbors even as they seek to rebuild the Temple. God’s 

protection of the Jews tells the surrounding Nations that God is on their side. 

 

As LORD of HOSTS, God is protecting His people. He is their standing army and He defends them 

against their enemies (chap. 9).  

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

The Nation was to return to the Land. Those who remained in Persia / Babylon were disobeying God’s 

intent. Regardless, all lands / nations are under the rule of God. 

 

Haman is an Agagite. God told Saul to kill the Agagites. Saul refused, now God would make good on His 

desires. All of God’s enemies [those of the serpent’s seed] shall one day be destroyed. Mordecai is 

honored by the king and paraded through the city on the king’s horse, in a royal robe, and with a crown.  

This act feels like an allusion to the royal seed of Judah and triggers the depiction of the gospels' 

triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  God is faithful to His seed and His people. 

When God works, His people prosper. The promise is for God’s covenant people to be a blessing to the 

nations.  This narrative seems to be pointing to God’s covenant people being the ones receiving blessing 

(Mordecai’s honor) from the nations (pagan king).  It is an interesting reversal, but one can argue that 

the nations (Persia) received the blessing from God’s covenant people first (Mordecai spares Xerxes from 

assassination).  

 

VISUALS 

 

1. "Esther is the only book of the Bible in which the name of God is not mentioned. The NT does 

not quote from the Book of Esther, nor have copies of it been found among the Dead Sea 

Scrolls.  The Law is never mentioned in the book nor is sacrifices or offerings referred to.  This 

fits the view that the Jewish people residing in the Persian Empire were not following God's 

will.  They were shunning their responsibility to return to Palestine and to become involved in 

temple worship. 

2. The casting of lots. Something that appears random and unpredictable God is controlling (Prov. 

16:33). 

3. A beggar from the streets being made Mayor of the city. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

 

Esther 6:1 
1On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the 

chronicles, and they were read before the king. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

God is in control. He is always present in the lives of His people. Even if you cannot see His hand, He is 

working out everything according to His purposes and for the good of His people. We can rest in knowing 

that God has got all our circumstances under control and that we can trust Him. 

This passage emphasizes the faithfulness of God to His people in the midst of exile.  The theme of exile2  

is prevalent in the narratives of the Old Testament and it is also present in the New Testament as well.  

The Apostle Peter sees the current time as one of exile (1 Pet. 1:1) and sees believers in their current 

circumstances as being exiles (1 Peter 2:11).  Viewing ourselves as in exile, this passage can give us hope 

that God is faithful to His people during these times and is always present.    

 

RESOURCES 
 

Bible Project Poster—https://thebibleproject.com/view-resource/223/  

Bible Project video—https://youtu.be/JydNSlufRIs  

Mackie & Woollard|Esther: Secular or Sacred?—https://thebibleproject.com/blog/esther-secular-sacred/  

Bible Project video|Exile—https://youtu.be/xSua9_WhQFE  

 

ENDNOTES 

1 BKC, OT, p. 699. 
2 A good exploration of this exile theme in scripture can be found through a video on The Bible Project.  Link in resources.  

 

 


