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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 5 | LESSON 6a
The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah

JESUS is the PROMISE Kept

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“Do You Begrudge My Generosity”

[In salvation, God gives us what we do not deserve and cannot earn.]

Matthew 20:1-16

THE HEAD — In what ways has God been generous to you?

' THE HEART — What is the natural consequence of God’s generosity received?

THE HAND — How do we reflect God’s generosity toward us toward others? God’s
generosity given to us, works in us and through us to those around us.

EMPHASIS

The gospel isn’t about God being FAIR. The gospel is about God being GENEROUS.

HISTORICAL SETTING

Jesus is moving toward the cross. There are two parties concerning Jesus. Those who accept Him as
Messiah and those who reject it. God is generous to the “crooks and whores” AND He gives the Jews
exactly what they deserve. This same theme was noted in Matthew 13 and the Parables of the Kingdom.



LITERARY CONTEXT

I.  The King’s Claim Rejected (19-25)
A. 5% Narrative (19-22) The Jews’ Reject God
B. 5% Discourse (23-25) God Rejects the Jews
II.  The King’s Work Finished (26-28)
A. 6% Narrative (26-28:17) Death, Burial, Resurrection (DBR)
B. 6" Discourse (28:18-20) Global Conquest

The King’s Claim Rejected (19-25)
19 20 21 22 23
PASSION WEEK
w. 1-12 vv. 1-16 w. 1-11 w. 1-14 WOE Scribes and
Marriage HIRED WORKERS PALM SUNDAY THE SON’S [ Pharisees
wv. 13-15 w. 17-19 wv. 12-16 MARRIAGE [There has been
Children 4th reference to death | Money Changers wv. 15-46 increasing hostility
wv. 16-30 [16:21; 17:12, 22, 23] vv. 17-22 Confronting the | with Religious
RYR w. 20-29 Fig Tree Pharisees Establishment; now
SEATS OF POWER wv. 23-46 [This entire chap. | He unleashes the
w. 30-34 AN ISSUE  OF | Speaks to the [ HOUNDS]
The Blind Healed AUTHORITY same idea]

STRUCTURE | MATTHEW 20:1-16
. The HIRING (VV. 1-7)
A. The Owner (v. 1)
ITISN’T FAIR!
e The gospel isn’t about God being FAIR.

* The gospel is about God being GENEROUS.

The owner was generous in hiring people throughout the day. His generosity will explode significantly
when he begins paying each worker.

B. The Workers (vv. 2-9 [6AM, 9AM, NOON, 3PM, 5PM)

There were workers coming throughout the day and working in the field. Each group put in different
hours.

[I. The PAYMENT (vv. 8-16)



IT’S INTENT
e The intent of the story isn’t showing God as unfair, but rather as lavishly generous.
e He widely dispenses His mercy and grace to those who do not deserve anything.
e Throughout Matthew’s Gospel there is a tension between those who receive Jesus as King and
those who reject Jesus as King. There is an attitude of spiritual entitlement versus illegal drafting.
This story is leveling the playing field.

THE RESPONSE

* 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them
also received a denarius. ' And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 2
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’

e 24 And hearing this, the ten became indignant with the two brothers.

e 31The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out all the more, "Lord, Son of David,
have mercy on us!"

JESUS IN THE TEXT

e God graciously gives His people a promised land where they will dwell with Him for their joy.
e Jesusis God’s fullest expression of generosity!
e In salvation, God gives us what we do not deserve and cannot earn.

APPLICATION

1. This Is Who You Are

e You are undeserving
* You are ungrateful

2. This Is Who God Is

® God is inviting [He invited everyone to come]
® God is good [He gave equally to everyone who came]

MEMORY VERSE

“Do You Begrudge My Generosity?” (v15b)

VISUALS

RESOURCES



