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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 5 | LESSON 11 

The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah  

 

JESUS is the PROMISE Kept 

 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“Lord, You Know Everything; You Know That I Love You.” 

John 21:11-24 
 

 

This lesson is a little longer page wise only because of the verse inclusion. Lots of them. 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

God is always moving His Story forward. This movement is through flawed individuals. Following Jesus is 

always marked by failure, but the failure is always falling forward. 

 

Jesus as the Promised Kept continues to restore His people for their joy and His glory. Peter, like all those 

who believe, loves the Lord passionately and fails often and miserably. We should not attempt to 

measure our love for Jesus or that of others. Our focus must always be on His love for us and not our 

love for Him. The New Testament isn’t concerned primarily with our work for God, but His work for us. 

God’s love for His people never wavers and God Himself is never disappointed by the failure of His 

people. He is always reminding them of what is true. God will choose to use His people in whatever 

manner He desires. 

 

  

 

 
THE HEAD – Are you aware of God’s activities in your life?  

 

 
THE HEART – Are you living a simple life of trust and awareness? 

 

 
THE HAND – How are some ways you see God moving around you? 
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HISTORICAL SETTING 
 

This moment lies between our Lord’s resurrection and the Mission. It is one of three appearances noted. 

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 
 

 

STRUCTURE | JOHN 21:11-24 
 

The following structure reflects the movement noted above. 

 

TIME MARKERS | Peter in the NT 

 

This is the last time Peter occurs in the Gospel of Matthew (Matt. 26:73-75). 

 
Matt. 26:73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; for even the 

way you talk gives you away." 74 Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!" And immediately a 

rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows, you will deny 

Me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

This is the last time Peter occurs in the Gospel of Mark (Mark 16:7, 8). 

 
Mark 16:7 "But go, tell His disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as 

He told you.'" 8 They went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and 

they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

This is the next time Peter occurs in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 24:10-12). 

 
Luke 24:10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women 

with them were telling these things to the apostles. 11 But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they 

would not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen 

wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened. 
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Somewhere between these verses Jesus appears to Peter. 

 
34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 

 

We then pick up with Peter in John 20 and 21. 

 

 The Resurrection (John 20:1ff) 

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 

had been taken away from the tomb.  

 

 Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene (vv. 11-18) 

 Jesus Appears to the Disciples (vv. 19-23) 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 

Jews,  

 Jesus and Thomas (vv. 24-30) 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin,[d] was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 

“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the 

mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 

Acts 1:1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken 

up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to 

them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 

1 Cor. 15:4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of 

whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as 

to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 

 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; 

and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.” 

 

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke happen before this moment. Now, after eight days [or 

longer] the focus comes back to Peter. 

 

 Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples (John 21:1ff) 
 

Note the context or setting for Peter’s encounter with the Living Christ. 
 

Peter is “practical.” 
 

“They were now waiting for Christ’s promised appearance to them, and it was certainly commendable 

in Peter that he wished to redeem the time and not be idle; but endeavor to make some provision for 

his own support, and for the entertainment of his friends.” [Benson Commentary on John 21:3-6]. 

 

21:1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 
2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples 

were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and 

got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples 
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did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to 

them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to 

haul it in, because of the quantity of fish.  

 

Peter is Passionate. 

 
7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, 

he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in 

the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards[a] off. 9 When they got 

out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the 

fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. 

And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the 

disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them 

[it is in the breaking of bread that He is known to His disciples], and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that 

Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 

This is the “LESSON” 

 

Peter is reminded . . . (John 21:15-24) 

 To feed God’s sheep (vv. 15-19) 
 

“The thrice [3] -asked question has been generally understood to have special force in the restoration 

of him who had thrice [3] denied his Lord, and now thrice [3] declares his love for Him, and is thrice [3] 

entrusted with a work for Him; and we feel that this interpretation gives a natural meaning to the 

emphasis of these verses.” [Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on John 21:15.] 

 

 Jesus and Peter (vv. 15-19) 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,  

“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”  

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  

He said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  
16 He said to him a second time,  

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  

He said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  
17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  

Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you.”  

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you 

are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he 

said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 

At the end of the day only God knows the sincerity of our love for Him. God is neither challenged nor 

threatened by our wavering commitment or failure. 
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Peter is reminded . . .   

 To follow God’s Son (vv. 20-24) 
 

 Jesus and the Beloved Apostle (vv. 20-24) 
20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him 

during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, 

what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow 

me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers[b] that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that 

he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 

 

Peter illustrates just how prone God’s people are to be concerned over things and others that really do 

not matter and are none of our business. Our focus needs to be on JESUS and following Him. 
 

God used Peter’s passion and catapulted him to leadership in the early church. PETER IN THE BOOK 

OF ACTS FROM 1-12. He only occurs one more time and this is at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15.  

 

Peter had a season of public ministry (Acts 1:13, 15; 2:14, 38; 3:1-12; 4:8, 13, 19; 5:3-9, 15, 29; 8:14, 20; 

9:32, 34, 38, 39, 40, 43; 10:1ff w/ 11:1ff; 12:1ff. 

 

Jerusalem Council (Ac 15:7) “After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them.” 

 

We know he has failure in Galatians 2 and he writes 1 and 2 Peter and he might have been influential 

in writing the Gospel of Mark. Popularity and the opinion of others must not drive us. God is using us in 

ways we cannot see or appreciate. We must simply live lives of trust and awareness. Our routines and 

daily activities are God’s means of expanding His kingdom on earth. 
 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 

 

 God’s promise to bring His people into a place of joy is being fulfilled in Jesus. Jesus reminds 

Peter of what is true. All joy is caused by Jesus, not us. 

 Jesus is God’s means for joy. We must always look to Him for our joy. 

 There is nothing beside Jesus (I.e. His equal) and there is no one beyond Jesus (I.e. His superior). 

 

APPLICATION  
 

1. Today, tell the Lord you love Him. 

2. Today, do not be derailed by your failure to follow Him. 

3. Today, follow Him. 

4. Today, serve Him in whatever way He has placed before you. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

 

John 21: 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 

because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 
 

VISUALS 

 

RESOURCES 


